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AVSA Information 


FOR CONDUCTING BUSINESS WITH YOUR SOCIETY 


For accurate service, send your inquiries to the correct person. 
Always include your name and address. 


@ AVSA Business 

*AVSA Office Address: AVSA, P.O. Box 22417, 

Beaumont, TX 77720 

*Office Manager: Amy Carruth (844) 400-AVSA (2872); 
(409) 839-4725; Fax(409) 839-4329. 

Email: office@avsa.org. 

Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. CST. 

*Official Correspondence: AVSA Secretary, P.O. Box 22417, 
Beaumont, TX 77720. Email: secretary@avsa.org. 


@ Membership and Affiliates 
*New or Renewal Membership: Membership Application on 


white protective cover of AVM or at avsa.org/avsa-membership. 


Send check payable to AVSA in U.S. dollars from a U.S. bank; 
VISA or Mastercard for new or renewable membership to AVSA 
Office; or pay online. 

*Change of Address: Send new address to AVSA Office at least 
30 days before it is to take effect, along with old address. 
*Membership Cards: Sent to Associate Members. Renewing 
members receive card on white protective cover of AVM. 
*Membership and Promotion Committee: Send ideas, offers 
to help, requests for assistance to: Stephen Covolo, 31734 Mill 
Dr., Springville, CA 93265. Email: memberpromo@avsa.org. 
*Affiliate Committee: For information or how to organize a 
chapter, write Jeri Anderson, 1640 N. Kelly Place, Tucson, 

AZ 85715. Email: affiliate@avsa.org. 


lf Shows and Judges 

*Shows and Judges Committee: Mary Corondan, 434 
Plumwood Way, Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 
*Show Schedule Approval: For information on Shows, AVSA 
Awards and approving schedules, email Susan Anderson at 
showschedule@avsa.org and attach a copy of your show 
schedule. 

*Order AVSA Rosettes: SSA Packet with no rosettes $5. Orders 
for rosettes must be specific as to which is needed — standard, 
species, mini-semi; they can be mixed color and size, all same 
price. All rosettes are $6 each, added to price of SSA packet. 
eJudging School: To register a judging school, send request to 
Ruth Loomis. Email: ruthloomis@msn.com. A registration fee 
of $15 is required and should be sent to the AVSA Office. 
«Judges’ Duplicate Cards: Send self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to: Mary Corondan, 434 Plumwood Way, 

Fairview, TX 75069. Email: judges@avsa.org. 


@ AVSA Fundraising 

*Fundraising: Randy G. Deutsch, Chair. 2305 E 19th St. Sioux 
Falls, SD 57103-2356. Email: rcjsch@prodigy.net. 

*Funds: Booster Donations, Boyce Edens Research Fund, The 
Barbara Burde Endowment Fund, Tinari Endowment Fund. 
*Payment: Contribute through the website or mail to AVSA 
Office; please designate fund. 


Bf African Violet Magazine 

*AVM Editor: Teresa Odle, 5120 Willow Creek PI NW, 
Albuquerque, NM 87114; (505) 259-0953. 

Email: editor@avsa.org. 

*Copyright: Copyrighted 2021, The African Violet Society of 
America, Inc., all rights reserved. Reproduction, in whole or in 
part, in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission is prohibited. All articles are property of 
AVSA and must not be reprinted without Editor’s permission. 
*Publication Deadlines: Jan. issue: Nov. 1; Mar. issue: Jan. 1; 
May issue: Mar. 1; July issue: May 1; Sept. issue: July 1; 

Nov. issue: Sept. 1. 

Articles, Columns and Memorials: Send to Editor by 
publication deadline. 

*Coming Events: Send to Editor or fill out event form on 
avsa.org by publication deadline. 

*Advertising Rates and Information: Richard Craft, Chair, 9421 
Teton Wood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89129. Email: advertising@ 
avsa.org. Send advertising to Chair by publication deadline. 
*Back Issues: Complete your set now. Request price list of 
available issues from AVSA Office. Send SASE for list or 
download from avsa.org/store-books. 


Hf International Registrar 

Plant Registration: Joe Bruns, 1220 Stratford Ln., Hanover 
Park, IL 60133-2667. Email: registration@avsa.org. 

*Master Varieties List (AMVL) & Supplements: Download from 
AVSA website or order from AVSA office for $2. Orders in 
writing only. Send any correction and/or description of 

new cultivars with hybridizer’s name to: Joe Bruns, Plant 
Registration (see above). 

*Research: Send suggested projects for scientific research or 
names of interested, qualified, potential research personnel 
to Dr. Jeff Smith, 3014 W. Amherst Rd., Muncie, IN 47304. 
Email: jsmith4@bsu.edu. 

*AVSA Scholarship Program: Charles Ramser, 2413 Martin St., 
Wichita Falls, TX 76308. Email: charles.ramser@msutexas.edu. 


lH AVSA Convention 

*Convention: Kathy Lahti, Convention Chair, 4157 Oliver Ave. 
N.W., Annandale, MN 55302. Email: convention@avsa.org. 
*Future Dates: Virtual Convention, May 30-June 6, 2021; Little 
Rock, AR in 2022; Atlanta in 2023. If interested in sponsoring a 
national convention in your area, contact Convention Chair. 
*Convention Programs: Send special requests for workshop 
programs or interesting speakers to Convention Chair. 
*Convention Awards: Send suggestions to: Sharon Gartner, 
5036 Paradise Pond Lane, Jacksonville, FL 32207. Email: 
awards@avsa.org. Send contributions to AVSA Office. 
Commercial Activities, Sales and Exhibits: For information 
on convention entries or sales room, contact Lynn Lombard, 
4710 W. Justin Lane, Spokane, WA 99208. Email: commercials@ 
avsa.org. 


Join, renew and learn more at www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org 
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Every attempt is made to keep articles 
technically correct. Since the growing 
of fine African violets can be achieved 
in many ways, the methods and 
opinions expressed by writers are 
their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of AVSA. 
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By Sue Ramser 


As | write this, my final column as your President, 
| reflect on all the accomplishments AVSA has made 
during these two years. These include the new digi- 
tal format for our AVM and the new digital member- 
ship level. The regular individual membership still 
remains with the added benefit of the digital AVM. 


AVSA held a successful Virtual Convention in 2020. 
All who worked to accomplish this are extended a 
big Texas thank you! The new iMIS Membership soft- 
ware has been implemented, which significantly 
helps our Office Manager, Amy Carruth, with her day- 
to-day office activities. Thank you to all who worked 
to accomplish this implementation. 


Our new and greatly improved website went live in 
January. Many people spent numerous hours to 
make this new website happen. Another big thank 
you to all who were instrumental in the launch of 
the new website. 


Several committees have new chairs — we thank 
you for agreeing to share your time and talents to 
serve AVSA in these positions. 


During the past two years we moved into a new 
office rental because of damage suffered from Tro- 
pical Storm Imelda, and experienced the COVID-19 
pandemic shutdown and the subsequent resched- 
uling of the 2020 Little Rock Convention and the 
2021 75th Anniversary Convention in Atlanta. We 
thank you, our members, for being patient and 
considerate during these trying times as we move 
to our “new normal.” 


Donations 

Thank you to all who generously donated to our 
recent and successful Annual Booster Appeal. Because 
of you, our generous donors, our financial future will 
be more secure. 
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President’s Message 


2413 Martin St. « Wichita Falls, TX 76308 
Email: president @avsa.org 


Cyber Diamond Celebration 

Help AVSA celebrate our 75th Anniversary during the 
week of May 30 to June 6 by attending the 2021 
Cyber Diamond Celebration Convention. Conven- 
tion Chair is Susan Anderson and Show Chair is 
Mary Corondan. They have planned this online 
convention with the help of many committee chairs 
to offer a fitting celebration to replace the planned 
Atlanta convention; Atlanta was the site of AVSA’s 
first convention. 


Some of the highlights of the Cyber Diamond Cele- 
bration include outstanding presentations, a beau- 
tiful virtual show, virtual tours, silent and live 
auctions, new introductions, officer installation, 
and Society awards, not to mention live meetings. 
See more information on page 4. 


New Officers and Directors 

A new slate of officers and directors will be elected 
at the Annual Membership Meeting. The Nominating 
Committee has presented a slate of officers who 
will advance AVSA into the future with new ideas, 
plans and goals for the future. | offer congratula- 
tions in advance for a successful term. As members, 
please step up and volunteer when asked to help 
your 2021 to 2023 officers accomplish their plans 
and goals. Volunteers are key to the success of 
AVSA. We thank you for sharing your time and 
talents with the Society. 


It has indeed been an honor to serve as your Pres- 
ident these past two years. Thank you for all your 
help during my term. Please continue to support 
your new officers as they begin their terms. Also, 
remember that we must continue our two-way 
communications to keep AVSA moving forward into 
the future. African violets will continue to connect us! 


Celebrate 75 Years at the 
2021 AVSA Cyber Convention 


This month marks the 75th Anniversary of AVSA 
and we’re ready to celebrate “cyber-style.” The 
Cyber Convention is members’ chance to celebrate, 
learn, exhibit plants or designs, and to connect! This 
year, we are expanding on the virtual convention we 
held in 2020 to offer an online experience as close as 
possible to in-person conventions. And the hard- 
working committee has plenty of fun surprises, 
including games, virtual tours, and special guests. 


Be sure to register in time to enter exhibits in the 
Cyber Show, beginning Thursday, May 6 and through 
Friday, May 28. See the preliminary show schedule 
on page 10 of the March/April issue of AVM or on the 
Cyber Convention site. 


Register Now 

Until May 3, members pay only $30 and nonmembers 
pay $45 to join the fun and education. If you haven’t 
already registered, you still can. Beginning May 3, 
the cost to register is $40 for members and $55 for 
nonmembers. Here’s what you’ll get with your 
registration: 


eView the entire convention site when it opens on 
May 31. 

Attend all live events via Zoom links (once registered 
for those you choose to attend), including presenta- 
tions and get-togethers with special guests. 

eTake advantage of offers from participating AVSA 
Commercial Members. 

eSee the new plant introductions for 2021. 

eBid in silent and live auctions. 

e Enter exhibits and view the 2021 AVSA Convention 
show. 

eSee all presentations and tours. 

e Have fun in live get-togethers and activities, includ- 
ing Zoom cocktail hours, bingo and a scavenger 
hunt. 


We're ready to 


celebrate cyber-style. 


With no travel expenses, this is a real bargain for 
members and nonmembers alike. If you have a few 
technology challenges, get help from someone in 
your bubble or “bring along” anonmember registrant. 


Convention Schedule 
Here is a brief rundown of the schedule. Learn more 
on the AVSA Cyber Convention website. 


Sunday, May 30: Beginning at noon Central (CDT) 
time, register for Julie Mavity-Hudson’s presentation 
on “How to Zoom” and be ready for a week of fun. 
Learn how to participate in bingo and the scavenger 
hunt. 


Monday, May 31: Register for Sandra Skalski’s pres- 
entation “Basics of Growing African Violets.” View 
the welcome video, access all forms, instructions 
and announcements, and then join your friends for 
two virtual cocktail hours that evening. The first 
cocktail hour features special guests Ralph and Olive 
Ma Robinson of The Violet Barn, and the next, AVM 
columnist Sandra Skalski. 


Tuesday, June 1: View our “Spectacular Streptocar- 
pus” presentation by Terri Vicenzi, see new intro- 
ductions, and tour The Violet Barn. Plus, participate 
in our silent auction and live bingo via Zoom in the 
evening. 


Wednesday, June 2: View Dr. Jeff Smith’s “Science 
of Flowering” presentation and tour Moscow’s Dom 
Fialki (House of Violets). You still can access new 
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introductions and bid in the silent auction. Join the 
evening cocktail hours, first with special guest Dr. 
Jeff Smith of Ball State University, and next with 
Ken Muzalewski, hybridizer of Hunter’s violets. 


Thursday, June 3: The showroom opens at noon 
and the salesroom opens at 3 p.m. CDT. Our fifth 
presentation, “New Blossom and Leaf Artwork” is 
offered by Dianne Duggan. Plus, tour Nevsky Dom 
Fialki in St. Petersburg, Russia, and enjoy new 
introductions. Join Dianne Duggan in an evening 
cocktail hour, and in the second evening get-to- 
gether, “meet” special guest Kathy Hajner of Hajner’s 
Hybrids. 


Friday, June 4: Richard Follett presents “75th 
Anniversary of AVSA” and the tour provides a preview 
of the attractions at next year’s convention in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. View the showroom and visit the 
salesroom, silent auction, and new introduction 
gallery. 


Saturday, June 5: Be sure to bid in the silent auc- 
tion and submit your scavenger hunt entry form 
before noon CDT. Join the Judges Breakfast at 10 a.m. 
CDT, and the annual membership meeting and open 


forum at 3 p.m. CDT via Zoom. The AVSA Board of 
Directors meets that afternoon and later, the Society 
will install new officers and directors. 


Sunday, June 6: Watch for an announcement of the 
scavenger hunt winner at noon CDT and join your 
AVSA standing committee in a2 p.m. Zoom meeting. 
Continue to view the showroom, salesroom, and new 
introductions. 


Diamond Celebration 


2021 
ds) 


YEARS 


1946 - 2021 


Boyce Edens Research Fund 
By RandyG. Deutsch Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


Donations received from January I, 2021, through February 28, 2021 Total: $212 


The Boyce Edens Research Fund supports research and scholarships. 


B® $100-$499 
Sweetwater AVS, Islip Terrace, NY 
In memory of William Paauwe 


§ $25-$49 
Grace W. Bailey, Virginia Beach, VA 


® Under $25 
Christopher J. Beney, lowa City, IA 
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Mrs. G.E. Harmon, New York, NY 
Virginia C. Gibson, Eureka, MT 
Mary Faith Marshall, Richmond, VA 
Mueller Greenhouse, Vista, CA 
Martha Nix, Gerald, MO 

North Star AV Council, Ramsey, MN 
Suet Lai Yeung Rosetta, Hong Kong 
Roger Williams, Chicopee, MA 


AVSA 75th Anniversary: 
1996 National Show Winners 


Top show winners for the 50th Anniversary 
Convention and Show in Atlanta in 1996. 


@ Best in Show B Best Holtkamp Memorial Collection 
Beginner’s Luck Optimara Little Crystal, Optimara Little Amethyst, 
Exhibited by Kathy Lahti Optimara Rose Quartz 

Hybridized by Pritchet Exhibited by Pamela Trapp 


Registered in 1976 


Semiminiature @ Best Miniature 


Spring Peach 
i 2nd Best in Show Exhibited by Alice Grundy 
Definitely Darryl Hybridized by H. Pittman 
Exhibited by Kathy Lahti Registered in 1996 
Hybridized by H. Pittman Jel 
Registered in 1991 ® Best Semiminiature 


Beginner’s Luck 
Exhibited by Kathy Lahti 


Semiminiature 


i 3rd Best in Show Hybridized by Pritchet 
Bertha Registered in 1976 
Exhibited by Betty Ann Lewandowski . 

Hybridized by Bill Foster M Best Trailer 
Registered in 1986 Tiny Wood Trail 

Large standard Exhibited by Alice Grundy 


Hybridized by L. Ray 
Hf Best AVSA Collection of Standards 


Magnolia, Joelle, Optimara Paris mM Best OtherGesneriad 
Exhibited by Gene Loveland Chirita (Primulina) subrhomboidea 


Exhibited by Elizabeth Benke 
i 2nd Best AVSA Collection of Standards 
Victorian Velvet, Looking Glass, 
Midnight Magic \ 1996 National Show 
Exhibited by 
Betty Ann Lewandowski 


@ Best AVSA Collection of 
Minis or Semiminis 

Definitely Darryl, Sugar Bear Blues, 
Beginner’s Luck 

Exhibited by Kathy Lahti 


Hf 2nd Best AVSA Collection of 
Minis or Semiminis 

Cirelda, Beacon Trail, 

Rob’s Sticky Wicket : 
Exhibited by Linda Lube - ee! 


The original list of winners and the souvenir book from the 1996 50th 
Anniversary Convention in Atlanta in 1996. Photos courtesy of Jim and 
Glenda Williams. 
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Best Saintpaulia Species 
Saintpaulia ionantha 
Exhibited by Betty Ann Lewandowski 


i Sweepstakes in Amateur Horticulture 
28 Blues 
Pat Richards 


Sweepstakes Runner-up in 
Amateur Horticulture 

27 Blues 

Betty Ann Lewandowski 


Hf Best in Design 
Olympic Year 
Exhibited by Judith M. Carter 


i 2nd Best in Design 
Our Golden Anniversary 
Exhibited by Aldene (Dee) Short 


Hi 3rd Best in Design 
In the Beginning 
Exhibited by Dolores Gibbs 


i Sweepstakes in Design 
8 Blues 
Fran Russom 


i Sweepstakes Runner-up in Design 
7 Blues 
Beryl Wood 


H Best Display Table 
Rob’s Mini-O-Lets 

Mf 2nd Best Display Table 
Kent’s Flowers 


Bi 3rd Best Display Table 
The Violet Showroom 


Bi 4th Best Display Table 
Midland Violets 


Spring Peach 


(Winner of Best Miniature in 
1996 for Alice Grundy) 
Hybridized by: H. Pittman 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Miniature 
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Exhibited by: Penny Smith-Kerker 


AVSA 75th Anniversary: 
Celebrating Members 


. hi § X RG An 8 = 
Julie Mavity-Hudson and Bill Price, 2008, Tulsa, Linda and Jim Owens, 2005, Cincinnati, Ohio. Photo 
Oklahoma. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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AVM photo committee, 2015, Kansas City, Missouri. Marge and Tom Savage, 2010, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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Bonus: 2010 Hans Inpijn and Ruth Rumsey. Photo 
credit: Winston J. Goretsky. credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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AVSA 75th Anniversary: 
Celebrating Members 
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“Enjoying a riverboat cruise at the 2005 annual convention in Cincinnati, Ohio. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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Dais lineup, 2009, Reno, Nevada. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 


t ¥ fie 


The Canadian contingent at the 2009 annual convention in Reno, Nevada. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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Lining up for the opening of the salesroom, 2009, Reno, Nevada. Photo credit: Winston J. Goretsky. 
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Contest Entry — 


Rejuvenating African Violets 
By Jere Trigg Spanish Fort, Alabama 


When new African violet hobbyists ask for advice 
on what they can do to restore vigor in their violets, 
| tell them that repotting with fresh potting mix 
works. It is probably the most neglected yet most 
effective way to reinvigorate plants. That means typi- 
cally repotting standards every 9 to 12 months, and 
minis every 4 to 6 months. Sometimes, the plants set 
your timeline: Violets in need of repotting display 
several common symptoms, including reduced 
frequency and quantity of blooms, slower growth of 
new leaves at the crown, and a paler appearance of 
the lower of leaves with possible spotting. 


Why Repot? 

Most African violet potting mix contains organic 
matter from Canadian sphagnum moss or com- 
posted tree bark. Over time, the soil bacteria in the 
pot decompose this material, creating an increas- 
ingly acidic environment that eventually prevents 
the violet from taking in vital nutrients. In addition, 
the mix becomes more compacted over time, 
squeezing out air pockets that are essential for violet 
roots to breathe. Replacing the old mix with a fresh 
light mix corrects this problem and can solve a mul- 
titude of issues with unhealthy looking leaves. 


Repotting is also an opportune time for removing the 
lower rows of old and damaged leaves, scraping and 
covering the neck with mix to promote new root 
growth, and disbudding blooms to divert the plant’s 
full energy into new foliar growth and recovery. All 
these actions can trigger new growth and keep the 
violet in prime condition. 


While these concepts have become second nature to 
experienced African violet growers, they might not 
be as obvious to those new to the hobby. The bene- 
fits of repotting become clearly visible with renewed 
crown growth after a couple of months as the root 
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system expands and is better able to absorb avail- 
able nutrients. The improvements growers see above 
the surface are preceded by the development of a 
healthier and more robust root system below the 
surface within weeks after repotting. 


Violets in need of 


repotting display 


several common 


symptoms... 


My Repotting Routine 

Because an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure, | try to repot my violets before they begin to 
display symptoms. | transfer all my standard leaf 
babies into 3-inch Solo cups (with drainage holes 
burned in). They might look way overpotted but at 
that young age, the roots of standards will rapidly 
penetrate the entire pot over the next several 
months. | prefer plastic over clay pots because they 
are less expensive, easier to clean, lighter weight, 
have multiple drainage holes, and are nonporous 
and therefore require less frequent watering. 


| move young standard violets to 4.5-inch pots at 
about a 7-inch plant diameter and then to a 6.5-inch 
azalea (squatty) pot at a plant diameter of about 12 
inches. Large standards will reach 18 to 20 inches 
under ideal growing conditions. My experience has 
been that for young, rapidly growing violets, the 
danger of root rot from overpotting is far less than 
the danger of stunting caused by leaving a violet in 
a pot that is too small for its rapidly expanding root 
system. 
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My plant stands filled with violets immediately after 

repotting. 
During the first 9 months, | don’t disturb the root ball 
during repotting; | just use the old pot as a form to 
make the exact size hole in the mix placed in the 
larger pot and put the root ball in it. After 9 months 
the potting mix is getting old, so | crumble most 
of it from the roots and replace it with fresh mix 
when repotting. 


The benefits of repotting with fresh mix are many 
and probably widely undervalued. Your violet can 
experience a renaissance of health and beauty from 
this simple act. As you can see from the photos of 
violets immediately after repotting and then approx- 
imately 3 months later, the results are well worth the 
effort! 


The repotted plants thriving 3 months later. 


Anne and Frank Tinari 


Endowment Fund 


By Janet Riemer Pennington, New Jersey 


Donations received January I, 2021, to and February 28, 2021 Total: $567 


The Anne and Frank Tinari Endowment Fund supports the long-term stability of the Society. 


§ $100-$199 

Chuck Bingham 

North Texas AV Judges Council 
In memory of Mary Boland 

Eric Summers 


§ $50-$99 
Rita Marie Kuni 


™ $25-$49 
Karyn Cichocki 
In memory of Edward Bradford and Bill Paauwe 
Alison Hutchinson 
Shirley Jones 
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Sue Ramser 

In memory of Bill Paauwe 
Janet Riemer 

In memory of Mary Boland 


§ Under $25 
Christopher J. Beney 
Randy G. Deutsch 

To honor Mary McFarland 
Marion Martin 
Mueller Greenhouse 
Martha Nix 
North Star AV Council 
Suet Lai Yeung Rosetta 
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Cyber Convention: 
How to Enter Smartphone Photos 


By Jill Jensen and Sharon Shannon 


So, you have worked hard to groom your show 
plants and get them ready to look their best for this 
year’s Cyber Convention. It has been months of 
loving and consistent care. Your plants have had 
everything they need to be at their peak, with well- 
grown foliage and voluminous bloom. You are 
excited, and feel that your plants have never looked 
this good! What a great feeling. Way to go! 


You know, however, that to get your plants over the 
“finish line,” a number of “to-dos” remain on your 
list. You just read Richard Craft’s article in the 
March/April issue of AVM, “Pro Tips for Violet Photog- 
raphy,” so you’re ready to take pictures and share 
them with the world. It is almost time to enter your 
top plants for the Cyber Convention. 


Most of us retired our old Kodak Instamatic cameras, 
Polaroids, Brownies, and 35-mm film SLRs a long 
time ago. Some of us will capture the beauty of 
our plants with digital cameras, such as DSLRs, or 
the modern, digital version of the old Instamatics. 
Some serious photographers often are serious 
techies as well. For many of us, however, our pri- 
mary way to capture images of our plants is through 
our smartphones. Beyond that, many of us feel 
digitally challenged. If so, this article is for you! 


Whether your smartphone operates on Android or 
Apple software, you will find the information you 
need to get the images of your plants from your 
smartphone to your home computer or to the cloud, 
and eventually to the AVSA entries page on the Cyber 
Convention website. 


Naming Photos 

Before entering your photos, go to the AVSA con- 
vention website (www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica. 
org/next-convention) for information on how to name 
your photos and other such details. Smartphones 
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(and cameras) give default file names for photos, 
such as 20210310_132256.jpg. If you submit a 
photo with that name, no one will know it is yours 
or the name of the plant. You can rename photos 
on your smartphone, but it can be easier to do so 
on your computer. 


Many of us feel 


digitally challenged. 


If so, this article is 


for you. 


Photo Resolution 

Next, you want to make sure you are submitting 
high-quality photos. These file sizes typically fall 
between 2 MB and 4 MB, but the most important 
size factor is the dimension and how that affects the 
resolution. Lower resolution photos can be sub- 
mitted for viewing online, but if photos are high 
resolution, they also might appear in AVM (see more 
in the online version of this article). 


Adjust the resolution of the photos you take by 
checking the size in the smartphone’s camera 
settings (usually by clicking a “settings” icon, such 
as a gear or similar image). Check the resolution of 
an individual photo by selecting the photo and look- 
ing at its details. Again, this is different on each kind 
of device. 


File types ending in .jpg or tif files are preferred, as 
again, they can be published in the magazine. If you 
don’t know what .jpg or .tif files are, then don’t 
worry, your smartphone is probably still set to .jpg 
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by default. To ensure a photo can go online and in 
AVM, keep the file as true to original as possible. 


Finally, make sure there is nothing distracting in the 
background (no thumbs or feet please). It is easy to 
crop the photo after taking it, but it’s even easier if 
there are no distractions to crop. 


On iPhones and iPads 

The Apple operating system might require users to 
download an app (such as Lightbox or Photo Inves- 
tigator) to see and adjust photo size. Otherwise, you 
are best off transferring the photo to your computer, 
as we describe below. 


On Android Systems 

On an Android, typically there is a set of three verti- 
cal dots near the top (right) of the screen. Click there 
and select details. You will see a number, followed 
by the file type (such as .jpg), the file size (in MB or 
KB), and the resolution, noted by two numbers and 
an x (such as 2560 x 1440). 


You also can easily check file information when the 
photo is on a PC (personal computer). This usually 
requires a right click and a pop-up; select Properties. 
Then select the tab that says Details. There, you can 
find information such as the date the photo was 
taken, along with its dimensions. 


Transfer Photos 

There are many ways to transfer your photos from 
your smartphone to your home computer (or Mac). 
To avoid overcomplicating the process, this article 
will describe how to use email (same for both iPhone 
and Android), as well as two other ways: one using a 
cable to directly connect your smartphone to your 
computer, and the other using a cloud storage service, 
such as Google Drive, Dropbox, or iCloud for Apple. 


Transfer by Email 

An easy way to transfer your photos to your com- 
puter is to simply email them to yourself and then 
download them to your computer files. The process 
is similar for both iPhone and Android smartphones. 


Select your photos, edit (if necessary) and save the 
edits, click on the “share” icon, select “Email,” enter 
your email address, and click the send icon. You can 
then go to your computer, log into your email system, 
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and save the photos in a folder that’s easy for you to 
access. When emailing a photo from an iPhone, 
choose “Actual size” to keep the photo at a higher 
resolution. 


If photos are high 


resolution, they also 


might appear in AVM. 


Transfer by Cable 

Connect your phone directly to your computer to 
transfer your photos using a cable. We’ve broken it 
down by phone system. Note that the first time you 
use Microsoft Photos to transfer files, it might take 
several minutes for Microsoft Photos to find the files 
on your phone. 


Apple iPhones: 

1. Connect your iPhone using the lightning cable (the 
same cable that charges it) to one of your computer’s 
USB ports. Make sure to unlock your iPhone. If you 
are asked whether to trust the connected device, 
choose “trust.” 

2. Next, open the Microsoft “Photos” app by clicking 
on the Windows logo on your computer’s toolbar, 
usually found on the lower left hand side of the 
screen), or if you have a search box by the Window 
logo, by typing “Photos” in the search box. 

3. After you open the Photos app on your computer, 
on the top right of your screen, you will see “Import.” 
4. Click on Import and a drop-down menu will give 
you a choice to import “from a folder” or “from a 
connected device.” Choose “from a connected 
device”. If your iPhone is unlocked, the computer will 
look for photos on your iPhone. If your iPhone is 
locked, unlock it with your passcode, and try again. 
5. After your PC, searches your phone for photos, you 
will see in the upper left corner of the “Import Pho- 
tos” window a link to the destination folder where 
the imported photos will be moved. 

6. If the destination folder is one where you can 
readily locate the images, you do not need to do any- 
thing other than, click “import” below the import 
Photos window. 
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7. To retrieve the photo once you have imported it, 
click on “folders,” which will open a page showing 
various files where photos can be found on your 
computer. Find your chosen destination folder, click 
on that folder, and you will find your photos. 


Android Smartphones: 

Connect your Android phone directly to your com- 
puter to transfer your photos using the phone’s 
charging cable. 

1. First, using the charging cable, connect your 
Android phone to one of your computer’s USB ports. 
If you see a message on your phone starting with 
“Use USB to,” then select “Transfer files.” 

2. Follows steps 2-7 above under “Apple iPhones.” 


Wireless Transfer 

For the wireless (untethered) method, you will not 
need to connect your phone to your PC. However, 
you will want to download a cloud storage service 
where you can store your photos, if you don’t already 
have one (such as iCloud or Google Drive). Depend- 
ing upon how much storage you need, Google Drive 
is free, but you will need to have an account with 
Google to use the app. 


Apple iPhones: 

1. First, find the iPhone Photos app on your phone 
and locate the photo that you wish to upload to your 
Google Drive account. Tap on the picture. If you 
need to make any edits to the photo such as crop- 
ping, you can make those edits in the iPhone Photos 
app at this point. 

2. Next, click on “share” and you will see a number 
of choices. If you do not see the icon for the Google 
Drive, click on the “more” icon for additional app 
choices. If you have previously downloaded Google 
Drive to your iPhone, click on Drive, and you will be 
given a choice of a Google account to use. If you 
have a Google account, your account should be 
listed. Choose your account for Google Drive. 

3. At this point, you will be shown a list of the photos 
that you have chosen to share with Google Drive. In 
the upper right corner of your screen, you will see 
and select “Upload.” Ina short time, depending upon 
the size of the photo and your internet speed, the 
photo uploaded to Google Drive should be available 
the next time you access your Google Drive account. 
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Don't let technology 


get you down. 


4. Because your Google Drive is in the “cloud,” you 
can access the photos you have stored in Google 
Drive (or another cloud-based system) and either 
transfer the photos to another site or download them 
to your computer. 

5. You can follow similar steps as those given above 
for Google Drive for other sharing methods. You can 
readily transfer your photos from your smartphone 
to any other cloud storage service such as Amazon 
Drive, One Drive, and the like, using the “share” 
option in the iPhone Photos app. 


Android Phones: 

1. To upload your photos from an Android phone to 
a cloud server, first go to the Photo Gallery and select 
your photo(s). If you need to make any edits to the 
photos such as cropping, you can easily make those 
edits at this point. 

2. The rest of the process is the same as for the 
iPhone. Please see steps 2 through 5 above. 


Of course, there are many ways of storing and trans- 
ferring your beautiful plant photos. The few exam- 
ples above are just that: examples. You or others 
might know of easier ways to get the job done. Or 
maybe this article will give you hints to help you 
navigate through your phone system. 


AVSA wants to ensure that everyone who wants to 
participate in the fun of our Cyber Convention can 
do so. Don’t let technology get you down. If you are 
having trouble with photo edits, saves, or transfers, 
or if you would like assistance in making sure you 
can upload your entries to the Cyber Convention 
website, AVSA volunteers will be available to help. 
Just ask! 


Editor’s note: See a version of this article on the Cyber 
Convention website, with helpful screenshots for many 
of the steps. 
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Auction Time is Coming! 
By Candace Baldwin, Auction Chair 


Do you love the thrill of winning something, as 
well as knowing you’ve donated to a worthy cause? 
This year’s convention auction is right for you. 


We are planning an auction for the Cyber Conven- 
tion to raise funds for the general operating fund of 
AVSA. As always, a successful auction begins with 
generous donations from you, our individual mem- 
bers, commercial members, and clubs. 


We are working out the details, but both a silent and 
online auction are being planned. AVSA will deter- 
mine whether donation items will be included in the 
silent or live auction. 


Since this year’s auction will be virtual, donations 
will need to include shipping charges from the 
donor to the winning bidder. If you have a larger 
item to donate and are concerned about the ship- 
ping costs being covered, you can request that a 
minimum bid amount be placed on the item to cover 


the cost of shipping. If it doesn’t reach the minimum 
bid, the item will not sell. 


Those donating items will need to provide a picture 
and description of items to post on the website 
ahead of time. 


Please consider donating a violet-related item or 
anything rare, unique or unusual in nature. We'll 
acknowledge all donors on the convention website. 
Let me extend my sincere appreciation in advance 
to those who donate and those who bid to win an 
item. The generosity on both sides of the auction 
ensures that AVSA can continue to be an organiza- 
tion dedicated to violet enthusiasts who enjoy these 
beautiful plants. 


As more details become available, we will post infor- 
mation on the AVSA website under the convention 


pages. 


May 30, 2021 « June 6, 2021 


Celebrating 


7SEArS 
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Russian and Ukrainian Violets: 
How AVSA Has Helped 


By Vladimir Kalgin Moscow, Russia 


Email: vkalgin@ yahoo.com 


My wife, Tatiana, and | became members of the 
AVSA in 2001. As AVSA celebrates its 75th anniver- 
sary this year, we would like to take a look at our 
20-year membership, with a brief summary below. 
The passion for violets has changed our lives in 
many ways. Thanks to AVSA, we learned a lot, and 
| would like the American growers to know that 
they helped change the African violet life in Russia. 


Getting to Know American Growers 

In May 2002, Tatiana and | went to Washington, D.C., 
to the AVSA national convention for the first time. 
There we saw beautifully grown violets, listened to 
lectures, and purchased the latest introductions. 


It was very important for us to meet with the Amer- 
ican hybridizers. The first hybridizer we visited after 
the convention was Frank Tinari. Sadly, on the door 
of the greenhouse, we saw a sign saying that the 
greenhouse was closed due to Frank’s funeral. We 
moved on and visited the Sorano and Robinson 
greenhouses. 


tual le Ee Me » 

Top: Tatiana and | met with Paul Sorano at Lyndon 
Lyon Greenhouses in 2002. Bottom: We met with 
Olive and Ralph Robinson at their greenhouses on 
our 2002 trip. 
When we returned to Philadelphia a couple of days 
later, Tinari’s greenhouse was again in operation, 
ba and we looked at the plants and the small shop next 

af to it. So, from the first AVSA convention, we brought 
Meeting Joyce and Kent Stork in 2002 in Washington, pack pele PAE ree pralns) EU most imperraaely, 
D.C. our impressions of the work of American hybridizers. 


16 African Violet Magazine - May-June 2021 


Early Violet Exchanges 

In those days in Russia, owning hundreds of violets 
from America was a miracle. It should be said that in 
the 1990s, the exchange of violets between Russia 
and the United States was not without problems. 


In the early 1990s, Irina Danilina, the head of the 
Moscow club, sent violet leaves to the United States 
through familiar diplomats, and the violets went to 
a club in Seattle. The club asked Cathleen Grove, in 
response, to send the leaves to Russia through the 
same diplomats. 


At one of the AVSA conventions, | asked Cathleen if 
she remembered the story. Cathleen said she re- 
membered very well, especially that the next day 
two “men in black” came to her door and told her 
that she should not pass the strange packages to the 
Russian diplomats. 


In July 2002, about a month after we came back from 
the AVSA convention, we established “Dom Fialki,” 
the “House of Violets” in Moscow. There were many 
details that we saw at the AVSA convention that were 
useful to us. For example, we even needed to under- 
stand how to design the labels on the plants. | 
remember that at the AVSA convention, we attended 
a meeting of affiliated clubs held by then-Affiliate 
Chair Beverly Promersberger. 


~| 


— Se mL al _ 
Russian and American friends visiting at the 2017 
Annual Convention, including Cathleen Grove, center. 
There we learned that to compensate for expenses, 
the club usually gets 25 percent of the sales of 
plants at shows. We then set this percentage at our 
shows as well. Also at the 2002 convention, | 
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received permission from Jack Wilson, the pres- 
ident of the AVSA at that time, to translate and 
publish in Russia the AVSA Handbook for Judges. 
Since then, we have been judging plants at shows 
in the House of Violets. 


We consider it very 


important... to 


regularly exchange 


new varieties. 


House of Violets 

Today, the House of Violets hosts African violet 
shows of the groups “Moscow Growers,” “Regions of 
Russia” and “Moscow Violets.” The members of 
these groups are the best growers in Russia. These 
groups compete with each other in the beauty of 
the plants and in the organization of the events — in 
lectures and presentations — which allow them to 
find new ideas and improve the organization of 
shows. 


During the year, House of Violets holds 13 shows 
lasting 11 days each. Since 2002, we have held about 
250 shows. At each show visitors can see more than 
600 flowering plants. 


The House of Violets also sells plants and pots, soils, 
fertilizers, literature and other goods necessary for 
violet growers. According to the electronic counter 
that is fixed to the door of the House of Violets, from 
2010 to 2020, we had more than a million visitors. 


However, the most important task of the House of 
Violets is to work with hybridizers around the world 
to achieve new breakthroughs in hybridizing. 


Strengthening Our Ties 

Joyce Stork asked me to make a presentation at the 
AVSA convention in Tucson in 2004. | named it, “The 
African Violet Boom in Russia.” The next day, a very 
successful auction was held, where about 100 
leaves of Russian varieties we had donated sold 
very well. 
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Paul Sorano at Moscow’s Red Square in 2004. 


In the summer of 2004, Paul Sorano came to visit us. 
We visited Moscow, St. Petersburg, and Kiev, Ukraine. 
About a month after Paul’s visit to St. Petersburg, 
where there were no violet clubs, the first club ap- 
peared, and now there are four of them there. We con- 
tinued to introduce well-known American hybridizers 
to our growers. In 2007, Ralph and Olive Robinson — 
and in 2009, Joyce and Kent Stork — came to visit us. 


In 2005, we asked the AVSA to introduce a special 
award at the shows called “The Best Russian/Ukrain- 
ian collection” to promote Russian/Ukrainian hybrids. 
In addition to a cash award, the winner receives a 
silver medal from the House of Violets “To the 
Winner of the Show.” In 2018 and in 2019, this award 
was given to Debbie McInnis. 


With our silver medal winner, Debbie McInnis, in 
Houston in 2019. 


We continue to exchange new introductions between 
American and Russian/Ukrainian hybridizers. Every 
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year we bring dozens of new varieties home from 
each AVSA convention. American hybridizers Paul 
Sorano and Ralph and Olive Robinson regularly 
receive packages from us with new Russian/Ukrain- 
ian varieties, with about 200 plants in one package. 
We also send violets to Steve and Donna Turner, who 
have become the main representatives of our 
hybridizers in the United States, and have the largest 
collection of Russian/Ukrainian varieties. At the 
AVSA 2018 convention, Steve and Donna made a 
presentation on “The Growing Popularity of the 
Russian African Violet.” In fall 2018, Steve and Donna 
visited the House of Violets in Moscow and met with 
African violet growers in St. Petersburg. 


| 

Steve and Donna Turner with Russian/Ukrainian 

hybridizers at the House of Violets in 2018. 
In 2020, the AVSA convention was held in a virtual 
format because of the pandemic. This included a 
Virtual New Introduction Gallery. Joyce Stork asked 
our hybridizers to provide photos and 30 of them 
sent photos of about 200 new introductions. 


We consider it very important for the development 
of the world’s African violet hybridization to regularly 
exchange new varieties and new genes between 
hybridizers. We are glad to see new introductions by 
American hybridizers, and we are trying to bring 
them to Russia as soon as possible. Russian/Ukrain- 
ian violets, with their large flowers and unusual 
colors, attract American growers and allow Ameri- 
can hybridizers to improve their hybrids. 


This is how our African violet world continues to 
develop. 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


LE-Koster 


Exhibited by: Debbie McInnis 
Hybridized by: E. Lebetskaia 
Standard 
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By Dr. Jeff Smith 


7 


a 


Early summer is a fun time to try your hand at 
pollinating African violets. Day length is near maxi- 
mum for the year and your plants are probably 
blooming well. This gives hybridizers plenty of 
opportunities to speculate about combining this 
bloom with a particular foliage on that size or type 
of plant. 


Crosses made now, however, won’t produce mature 
seeds until the end of 2021 and won’t bloom until 
mid- or late 2022. African violet hybridizing is a slow 
process, but here are some tips that might help with 
your attempts this season. 


Q: Is it common for African violets to self-pol- 
linate? 

A: Generally, most African violets do not self-polli- 
nate. The stigma usually grows away from the anther 
sacs. Pollen is usually not released from the anther 
sacs either, so self-pollination is not the norm. 
However, there are exceptions. 


One common cause of self-pollination is thrips 
infestation. Thrips feed on the pollen of African 
violets and often break open the anthers, releasing 
pollen into the air. The thrips also can become 
coated with pollen and crawl around in the flower, 
depositing pollen on the stigma. The result is self-pol- 
lination and an unexpected appearance of seedpods. 
Many a grower has discovered a thrips infestation 
because of finding seedpods on their plants. 
However, some growers use these seedpods as their 
first experience in growing African violets from seed, 
so thrips don’t always have to be negative news. 


From time to time, an African violet appears that 
consistently has twisted styles on the pistil. The 
twisted style can cause the stigma to grow into an 
anther sac, resulting in self-pollination. It’s likely 
that the twisted style is a genetic fault of the plant 
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but there could be an environmental cause, too, 
such as a change in humidity. Some growers think 
that the twisted style trait is linked to certain colors 
of flowers such as white petals. The trait is most 
obvious in pansy-shaped flowers with single petals, 
similar to the flowers found in the species plants. 


It’s likely that the 


twisted style is a 


genetic fault of the 


plant... 


Speaking of the species, S. shumensis is one that 
often self-pollinates for some reason, possibly due 
to the twisted style fault. Another species that self- 
pollinates, at least under my growing conditions, is 
S. ionanthus clone difficilis. 


Q: Is it recommended to emasculate the flowers 
of the seed parent when doing cross-pollination 
work? 

A: If you want to be absolutely certain that the 
pollen parent is another plant and self-pollination 
has been avoided, emasculating the flower (remov- 
ing the stamens or anther sacs) would be a good 
practice. However, since African violets don’t 
usually self-pollinate, I’m not sure it’s worth the 
effort in most cases to emasculate the seed parent. 
Removing the stamens or anther sacs can damage 
the flower and cause it to die. If you emasculate the 
flowers only to find them drying up without setting 
seed, you might rethink the need to emasculate. 
You might be doing more damage than good with 
the emasculation process. 
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Emasculation also might be unnecessary if the 
flower is a double or semi-double type. The conver- 
sion of stamens to extra petals might make the male 
flower sterile and no pollen is present. Therefore, the 
flower has no ability to self-pollinate and produce a 
seedpod. Check a few anthers and see if they contain 
viable pollen. If the inside of the anther sac is wet and 
mushy with no visible pollen, there is no need to 
emasculate the flowers. 


Q: The flower stalk often turns brown and dies 
when I try to pollinate a flower. What is causing 
this problem? 

A: I’m guessing that the flower stalk is dying because 
it has been damaged during the pollination attempt. 
If you hold the flower at the base during pollination, 
you might be squeezing, twisting, or bending the 
flower stalk. This damage could cause the cells to die 
and the flower to abort. Another possibility is that 
you have oils or creams on your fingers that are dam- 
aging the cells. Your skin could also be leaving 
behind a light concentration of sweat or salt that is 
killing the stem cells. There could be several reasons 
why the flower stems are damaged and dying. 


If you must manipulate the flower during pollination, 
try holding the flower by the petals rather than at the 
flower stem. The petals are going to dry up and die if 
the pollination is successful, so any damage caused 
by handling is much less likely to cause the flower to 
abort. 


Q: Is it a good idea to pollinate several flowers 
on the same bloom stalk? 

A: The flowers on a bloom stalk are likely to be at 
different stages of receptivity to pollination because 
they will be at different ages of development. Try 
pollinating all open flowers on the same bloom 
stalk, wait 2 to 3 days, then repeat the pollination, 
wait 2 to 3 days, and repeat again. 


This strategy should result in several flowers becom- 
ing pollinated and successfully developing seed- 
pods. This approach to pollination is particularly 
good for hybridizers who have trouble telling exactly 
when the stigma is receptive for pollination. 


Pollinating several flowers on the same bloom stalk 
also can increase your chances of getting seedpods 
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to reach maturity. There is a hormone signal from the 
developing seedpod that encourages the bloom stalk 
to stay alive and healthy. If there is only a single seed- 
pod, the signal can be too weak to keep the bloom 
stalk alive until the seeds are mature. The bloom 
stalk might dry up too early, before the seeds mature. 


The combined signals from several seedpods rein- 
force each other and increase the strength of the 
total hormone signal. This encourages the bloom 
stalk to stay green until the seeds mature. 


African violet seedpods do most of their growing 
within the first few weeks following pollination. After 
this time there is little outward change in the seed- 
pod. It is tempting to harvest the seedpod too soon, 
while it is still green. Be sure to put a tag or some- 
thing with a date on the bloom stalk so you can have 
an accurate record for when pollination and seed set 
were achieved. 


Wait until the bloom stalk and the seedpod have 
dried and turned brown before removing the seed- 
pod from the plant. The seed will usually take 4 to 6 
months to mature. It’s a good idea to put the 
detached seedpod in a warm, dry place for another 
2 to 3 weeks to further ripen the seeds. If you are 
patient in allowing the seedpod to fully dry and 
mature, your chances of having viable seed and good 
germination will be improved. 


Q: Do African violet seeds require a cool tem- 
perature treatment to improve germination? 
A: No, unlike plants like oaks, which require their 
seeds to have a cold treatment to simulate winter, 
African violet seeds do not require a cold tempera- 
ture treatment to improve germination. The long 
months of seedpod maturation appear to be an 
adaptation to the rainfall seasons in Africa, not the 
temperature changes. 


The wild species bloom during the wet season and 
hold their seed during the dry season, which lasts for 
several months. Seeds are mature and released from 
the seedpods at the start of the next rainy season. 
This appears to be the reason that African violet 
seedpods take 4 to 6 months to ripen and mature. 
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a Ny 
Pada 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Sport of Lady Diana 


Exhibited by: Murna A. Kosowan, 2009 
(Lady Diana hybridized by: E. Fisher, 1981) 
Large Standard 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Rob’s Astro Zombie 


Exhibited by: Ralph Robinson, 2010 
(Close-up of blossom in cover photo) 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson 
Semiminiature 
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Contest Entry — 


Where Did Those 


“Unique” 


African Violets Come From? 


By Linda Hall Ravenwood, Missouri 


Email: llhall@ grm.net 


In 2016, | was asked to give a presentation about 
the “unique” African violets that | grow and love. | 
presented this information at the AVSA 2017 National 
Convention in Orlando, Florida. | have grown and 
exhibited these delightful and different plants for 
many years, but | never knew their origins, so | began 
my research. 


Researching Unique Varieties 

| started with Brenda Petry, who grows and sells 
many of these varieties. Then | contacted Rich 
Follett, who worked with David Senk (Senk’s varie- 
ties). Of course, George McDonald (Mac series) was 
also on my list of contacts. Then | contacted Jeff 
Jackson (Imp’s series) and Carol Eros (Morgan’s 
series). These are fantastic growers and hybridizers 
of the clackamas, bustle-back and wasp varieties. 


It was also suggested that | contact Tina Moreno 
(Gecko series). She had a wealth of information 
about the Jimmy Dates hybrids of bustle-back and 
wasp blossoms. | had forgotten that Jimmy was the 
first to hybridize those varieties and Tina was kind 
enough to send me all the information she had 
acquired. 


A side note here: At the 1989 AVSA Convention in 
Kansas City, Missouri, | met Jimmy Dates. (I was new 
to the violet world and even less knowledgeable of 
the gesneriad world.) He had just written a book on 
miniature sinningias for the Gesneriad Society and | 
was fascinated by them (I still am). | picked Jimmy’s 
brain about everything to do with sinningias. | sure 
wish | knew then what! know now about bustle-back 
plants. What a missed opportunity! 


Bustle-Back and Wasp Origins 

Back to the subject at hand. This is how the story 
goes of the first bustle-back, wasp blossomed plants. 
In 1957, Jimmy Dates started hybridizing bustled 
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leaf African violets when he obtained a plant called 
“Bustles” from Mrs. Hotchkiss of Peoria, Illinois. A 
sport had shown up in a pan of leaves she had set 
down of Purple Prince. The leaves were “compound,” 
as Jimmy liked to call them. The blossoms had 
purple thread-like petals, a wasp blossom! 


In 1957, Jimmy Dates 


started hybridizing 


bustled leaf African 


violets... 


His hybridizing resulted in an introduction of more 
than 60 varieties, of which 21 were registered. His 
first registered variety was Pink Wasp in 1964. | have 
a copy of Jimmy’s hand-typed descriptions. Even 
though it is a copy, it is a treasure! Thank you, Tina. 


Clackamas Foliage 

The background of clackamas foliage that | have 
came from an article | found on the internet by Nancy 
Robitaille titled, “How to Recognize Clackamas 
Foliage.” It is remembered this way: At a garden 
center in Clackamas County, Oregon (near Portland), 
mold appeared on all the African violets in the plant 
room. Hoping to save a few, owner and hybridizer 
Oppen sprayed the plants with two deadly products. 
All but two of the plants were destroyed. 


At least one of the surviving plants had mutated 
leaves where all the lines in the leaves were parallel 
to the veins, similar to the pattern on watermelons. 
One also had variegated leaves. Oppen hybridized 
with these plants, but they didn’t seem to make it 
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out of the local area. That was back in 
the 1960s. A few must have survived 
because they are the background of 
the clackamas varieties of today. 


My first clackamas variety was Clacka- 
mas Rattler. It suckered so badly that 
| ended up throwing it away. George 
McDonald has hybridized several very 
nice clackamas varieties, including 
Mac’s Walkabout Uluru, which is a 
lovely, variegated variety. Maas’ Angela 
is another beautiful clackamas variety. 
| will say that clackamas-leafed varie- 
ties are few and far between. | wish 
there were more. 


Showing Unique Varieties 

So many well-behaved, bustle-back, 
wasp varieties are now available that 
| would not even know where to 
begin. If entering them in a show, 
many can and should be exhibited in 
a regular color class. However, some 
are quite unruly and might need to be 
exhibited in a class with special rules 
for “unique” African violets. 


One plant that | have, Senk’s Anemone, 
is SO unique that | would not even 
know how to begin to judge it. | 
worked long and hard to obtain a 
plant of this variety and | think it is 
definitely worth the shelf space. 


If we let these varieties fade away because they are 
not “your normal African violet,” we lose some of 
our African violet heritage. | choose to preserve our 


—| 
Left: Maas’ Angela has clackamas foliage. Right: Morgan’s Muskaan has 
bustle-back foliage. 


Left: Wesley’s Hoodoo Priestess has bustle-back foliage. Right: Some 
plants, like Senk’s Anemone, are truly unique. 


“Try a couple of these marvelous African violets. My 
intention in hybridizing these varieties was to build 
a bridge, not a wall. Carry the past proudly into the 
future. Who knows, you may fall in love with them, 
as | have.” 


history; | hope you will too. | want to leave you with 


a quote from George MacDonald: 
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Sports: Blessing or Curse? 


By Bill Chaney La Pine, Oregon 


Sports are plants (or sometimes only a part of a 
plant) that are different from the original. If you have 
paid good money to buy a leaf on eBay and the 
resulting babies produce a plant that has blooms 
quite different from what you expected, it can be a 
big disappointment. However, if the blooms are 
beautiful and different from the original, you might 
be fortunate enough to have a sport that can be 
propagated or even introduced. 


Photo of Kilauea showing normal chimera blooms on 
the left and a blue and white chimera sport on the 
right. Photo by Erné Berké and used with permission. 


About Sports 

All plants grow by cell division. When cells divide, 
they must produce a copy of their chromosomes. 
Sometimes during this process, a mistake occurs. All 
cells that divide and grow from this cell with the 
altered chromosomes will have that same alteration. 
Most often, that change in the chromosomes affects 
some part of the plant that is never noticed. But 
sometimes that change in the chromosomes causes 
a change in the bloom or leaf. We call the plant (or 
affected plant part) a sport. 


Some plants produce sports more often than others 
and some plants produce the same sport on multiple 
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The hormone that 
causes these platelets 


to form is different 


from rooting hormone. 


occasions. The AVSA maintains a list of registered 
sports and the variety from which they originated. 
If you study this list, you will notice that most of the 
sports seem to be discovered by the hybridizer of 
the original variety. That is because the hybridizer 
is likely to have propagated more plants than 
anyone else. Sports are part of a natural phenome- 
non that occurs at a very low frequency, so the 
more plants you propagate, the more likely you will 
encounter a sport. 


Sport Growers 

There is a person on the list who has discovered and 
named more sports than anyone else. His name 
is Stan Ko and he lives in Hong Kong. Stan has re- 
ported that he propagates plants from leaves in the 
normal fashion, but he chooses the smallest and 
weakest baby plants and subjects them to stressful 
conditions to shock them and encourage sports. He 
grows these tiny, weak plants at higher-than-normal 
temperatures and in a more acidic medium than 
normal. Stan has seen up to 20 percent of these 
babies grow to be sports. 


One of the most commonly seen types of flower 
variations in sports is a chimera pattern. In a chimera 
bloom, often one portion of the petal is missing the 
color that was seen previously across the entire 
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petal, or the color of the petal becomes concentrated 
in a stripe in the center of the petal. Jere Trigg of 
Alabama has introduced many beautiful standard 
varieties, and several are chimeras (see photos). 


Jere’s Chantilly Lace (top) and its sport (bottom), a 
chimera named Jere’s Star Burst. Photos by Jere Trigg 
and used with permission. 


Not All Sports Are Chimeras 

Certainly not all sports are a chimera pattern. They 
do usually involve a loss of color or even a change in 
color. Jere produced a beautiful seedling of Jere’s 
Roll Tide x Powder Keg that has a solid red sticktite 
star bloom with attractive foliage. He has named it 
Jere’s Frankly Scarlett. During the normal leaf prop- 
agation of this variety, an attractive sport emerged 
with a “tie-dyed” appearance, which he has named 
Jere’s Serendipity. 


Some sports, like chimeras, cannot be propagated 
from leaf cuttings like most varieties. This is because 
the genetic modification that causes the altered 
flower color pattern is only present in the parts 
of the plants that directly lead to the bloom, such 
as the bloom stalk. These varieties can only be 
propagated by using the bloom stalk or from 
suckers on the plant. In either method, the chance 
of getting a true blooming chimera is high, but 
there is no guarantee. 
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Jere’s Frankly Scarlett (top) and its sport, Jere’s 
Serendipity. Photos by Jere Trigg and used with 
permission. 


Bloom-Stalk Propagation 

Bloom-stalk propagation can be accomplished by 
rooting the bloom stalk in a fashion similar to root- 
ing a leaf. A new plant arises from either the base of 
the bloom stalk or sometimes from the axil of the 
tiny leaflet on the bloom stalk. It is also possible to 
encourage platelets to form in the leaf axils by using 
a plant hormone. 


The hormone group that causes these platelets 
(cytokinins) to form is different from the rooting 
hormone with which many gardeners are familiar. 
One such cytokinin is called 6-benzylaminopurine 
(BAP) and it is a synthetic growth hormone that 
stimulates cell division and the formation of shoots. 
It is often used by orchid growers in propagation 
and is sometimes sold as Keiki cloning paste. 
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A grower must scratch or insert the cloning paste into 
the tissue of the leaf axil while the bloom stalk is still 
onthe plant. The developing shoots can be removed 
and rooted when they are large enough to handle 
(see photos below). 


A bloom stalk being treated with BAP (top) and the 
resulting babies it produced (bottom). Photos by Erné 
Berké and used with permission. 


Sometimes a sport will occur at a point in the plant 
that results in a single bloom stalk that exhibits a 
chimera pattern. If that bloom stalk is not propa- 
gated, that chimera sport could be lost forever. 
Bloom-stalk propagation also can be extremely 
useful in those situations in which a valued chimera 
plant is reverting to its non-chimera form. Propa- 
gating a bloom stalk that is still showing the 
chimera pattern often can produce a true-blooming 
chimera plant. 
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Whether a sport is a blessing or a curse depends on 
your goal, but like hybridizing, having a unique plant 
is exciting. So, the next time you are potting up 
babies, before throwing away those tiny weak ones, 
consider giving them a little shock. Place themina 
warmer spot or make their mix a little extra acidic, 
and hope that you end up with a beautiful sport. 
And if you spot a bloom stalk with a decidedly 
different bloom that you like, give bloom-stalk 
propagation a try. 


These babies (and others) were separated (top), and 
transferred to a common pot (center), then to a tray 
after rooting (bottom). Photos by Ernd Berko and used 
with permission. 
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| Coming Events 


Spring African violet shows and sales still might 
be cancelled because of the COVID-19 virus. This list 
represents those shows scheduled on our website 
as of April 1, 2020. Be sure to check the AVSA web- 
site Events page (www.africanvioletsocietyofamerica. 
org/events), search the local club on Facebook, or con- 
tact the organizers below for the latest information. 


l™ May 8 — Nevada 
Glitter Gulch African Violet Growers Show and Sale 
Nevada Garden Club Center 


800 Twin Lakes Drive 

Las Vegas, NV 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Richard Craft: ggavg_lv@gmail.com 


® May 30-June 6 — AVSA Website 

AVSA Cyber Diamond Celebration 

Show and educational sessions 

Participate online 

See details on page 4 

Mary Corondan, Show Chair: secondvp@avsa.org 


“Perfectly Pittman” Video 


This video chronicles the multiple hybrids, 
growing techniques, growing spaces and 
AVSA involvement of Hortense and Ray Pittman. 


Jolly Orchid 


African Violet Magazine - May-June 2021 


Available in the 
AVSA Store. 

DVD and Thumbdrive 
format $20 
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By Paul Kroll 
Email: pfkroll@me.com 


There are several tuberous gesneriads that we 
see entered in our AVSA and Gesneriad Society 
shows: Nautilocalyx, Chrysothemis and Sinningia. The 
last is by far the most often seen and exhibited. There 
are several sizes of Sinningia, from the micro-minia- 
ture to the full-sized S. speciosa hybrids. We often see 
species sinningias as well. 


My choice for this column’s portrait is S. cardinalis 
‘Innocent’. This is a cultivar of the species S. cardi- 
nalis, which typically has — as you might guess — a 
cardinal-red bloom. The cultivar S. cardinalis ‘Inno- 
cent’ has pure white blooms, however. The foliage is 
the same as other S. cardinalis cultivars, a medium 
to dark green and slightly hairy on the surface of 
the leaves. 


One of the most annoying factors about sinningias 
when they are in bloom is their tendency to drop 
pollen from the blossoms onto the foliage. This 
pollen is impossible, or nearly so, to remove when 
grooming your plant(s) for entry! No matter how 
much you brush, or wipe with a soft, moist sponge, 
the pollen just stays there and defies you. Most 
judges understand this situation and will not deduct 
points, realizing the problem. 


Sinningia Tubers 

Most Sinningia prefer to grow with the tuber par- 
tially above the soil line and not completely buried 
(see Photo 1). This helps in several ways: It helps to 
keep the tuber from rotting with water sitting on or 
in it, and it displays the often-interesting tubers, 
which have a structure and appearance that add 
ornamental value to the entry. 


Astory that comes to mind is this: At our local show 
several years ago, a husband and wife were walking 
through the show. She was intrigued, but he was 
obviously impatient to leave. At one point, when they 
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- Family Portrait: 
~ j= Sinningia cardinalis ‘Innocent’ 


5953 Broadway, No. 128 + Lancaster, NY 14086 


Never tug on a spent 


bloom or a dried-up 


section. 


were looking over the gesneriad section, he turned 
to her and said, “You can’t grow these plants at all, 
and these people are growing them in potatoes!” 
Everyone within earshot enjoyed a good laugh. Yes, 
the tubers do look similar to a potato; some are 
smooth, some gnarled, and their shapes are indeed 
ornamental. 


~ 


Photo 1. S. cardinalis ‘Innocent’ tuber resting partially 
above the soil level. 
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Photo 2. S. cardinalis ‘Innocent’ crown and white 
blooms. 


Grooming and Showing 

The plant in Photo 2 has one large, central crown and 
two smaller side crowns. Each of the smaller side 
crown growths also has blooms; that’s a good thing 
and to be rewarded when judging. The central crown 
had been in full bloom for a few weeks when the 
photo was taken, and | regularly trimmed off the 
spent blooms. 


When grooming sinningias, it is absolutely necessary 
to use sharp scissors. Never tug on a spent bloom 
or a dried-up section of the plant! Although the 
dried-up plant material might seem fragile enough 
to do so, it is rather like copper wire of the same 
caliber. You must cut it off and never give in to the 
temptation to pull or pinch with your thumbnail. 


Also, it is advisable to leave a stem of 1 or 2 inches 
length on the tuber when the plant begins to go 
dormant. Sometimes, new growth will come from 
that dried-up stem. 


Tubers that have gone dormant can be left in their 
pots, with a bit of water sprinkled on the soil surface 
until new growth is noticed. Growers also can 
remove the tuber from the pot, clean it off and store 
it in a plastic bag with some barely moist perlite or 
vermiculite until new growth is detected. 


| store my dormant tubers and rhizomes in plastic 
bags and in a shallow box on the floor under the 
bottom shelf of a light stand. | pull the box out each 
week and examine the baggies to see what is begin- 
ning to sprout, potting them up as they sprout. One 
of the advantages of gesneriads that go dormant 
is that they provide extra shelf space during their 
dormancy periods. 


If you have not yet tried growing a Sinningia, you will 
enjoy the displays they provide in lush foliage and 
spectacular blooms. 


amazonsimile 
eee? You shoo. Amazon gives, 


Did you know that Amazon has a program for shoppers to designate a charity of their choice, and 
Amazon will contribute a portion of every dollar you spend? Here’s an easy way to support the 
African Violet Society of America at NO EXTRA COST TO YOU! 

Just go to smile.amazon.com and follow the directions. 

Select African Violet Society of America as your organization to support. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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Tips and Techniques: 
More on Photography 


By Dale Martens 


Editor’s Note: In the March/April 2021 issue of AVM, | overexpose the white flowers on this 12-inch-tall 
Richard Craft interviewed several excellent photogra- _ plant. | used an LED lamp pointed at the leaves and 
phers of African violets to round up tips for members — the camera’s normal flash on the flowers. 
when entering online exhibits or posting to social 
media. Here are two more tips and photos from Dale 
Martens. 


Monopyle species blossom, photo by Dale Martens. 


This is a winning gesneriad entry of a 1-inch-wide 
Monopyle species flower next to black seeds inside a 
seedpod. The camera’s LED ring-flash attachment 
highlights the flower’s front, and | also used an LED 
lamp on the upper left side. The flower and seedpod 
were still attached to the plant and | didn’t want the 
rest of the plant exposed to light. 


Gloxinia erinoides ‘Chapada dos Guimaraes, photo by 
Dale Martens. 


When taking this photo, it was critical for me to 
capture the markings on the leaves of Gloxinia 
erinoides ‘Chapada dos Guimaraes’ and yet not 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Haberlea ferdinandi-coburgii 


Exhibited by: Bill Price, 2009 


African Violet Magazine - May-June 2021 


Contest Entry — 


Creating Container 


Gardens — My Journey 
By Dolores Gibbs San Marcos, Texas 


In 1978, at my very first convention, which was and natural planting. Along the way, my interest also 
held in downtown Austin, Texas, | was soimpressed included the large and small dish gardens, which | 
with the beautiful violets. But it was the container enjoy putting together for competition. Photos 1 and 
gardens that left a lasting impression on me. | 2showsome of my favorite items and supplies that | 
wanted to be able to enter a terrarium inashow,so use regularly. 


| put one together, using a fish tank, for 
a Spring First Austin judged show. 


First Tries 


In the beginning, | thought that every 


container garden should have a pink 


Episcia somewhere in it for color; think- | 


ing mine still was not good enough, | 
went to a nursery and purchased a Strep- 
tocarpus with large, bright pink blooms 
and yes, of course | received a red ribbon. 
The back of the entry card was com- 
pletely covered with remarks and advice. 
Nearly 10 years later, | entered a ter- 
rarium at the AVSA Convention and Show 
in Dallas and here, | received another 
dreaded red ribbon. 


While studying some of the winning 
entries, | decided one must have a bub- 
ble bowl for the terrarium to win Best 
Container Garden, but of course it was 
the entire design that made for a win- 
ning entry. | was able to find a bubble 
bowl and began getting blue ribbons. 
Having attended 22 AVSA conventions, 
| have entered 17 design classes, and 
once in a while, | win Best in Class and 
even Best Design. 


Container Garden Tips 

Our local shows have four classes in 
the container garden section; they are 
terrarium, large and small dish garden, 
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Photo 1. Some of my favorite design materials. 
ee | 


Photo 2. Typical containers and supplies. 
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Trying to find just the right plants has always been a 
challenge, so when | find some | like, | try to propa- 
gate them; little ferns and ivies add so much to your 
design. My advice to those of you who admire con- 
tainer gardens and want to enter them in a judged 
show is to always remember the following: The 
garden is a design with height, contrast of material, 
an interesting arrangement of your plant material, 
and with an African violet. 


The reason there is a section for the container 
gardens is to show the public how violets can be 
used in their homes. Entries in horticulture must 
have been in the possession of the exhibitor for at 
least 90 days, but in design that is not required. 
Instead, the plant must be taken out of the pot and 
planted within your garden, making it look like an 
established planting. 


Many designers use potting soil to anchor their 
plants in the container, but | have found that using 
damp, long-fibered sphagnum moss works for me. 
Collecting design material is fun whether it is going 
to nurseries with friends or looking 
for items while traveling. | have 
sand from White Sands, New Mex- 
ico, and even some black sand 
from along the Kenai River that | 
brought back from a trip to Alaska. 
Small pieces of driftwood and little 
rocks are great additions to your 
design. 


AVSA no longer requires a title for 
your garden but when a state or 
local club gives a title to each class, 
| look up that location and try to 
find a theme for my design. | like to 
place a small accessory, such as an 
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animal, where the judges and public have to look for 
it. All classes require completion of a 3x5 card listing 
the plant material, accessories and African violet 
used. However, when allowed, make a separate card 
to explain what you are trying to depict. 


There are four classes 


in the container 


garden section... 


After the judges have made their decision and the 
show is open to the public, | like to stand around and 
listen to the comments of the public views of the 
design decisions. Most agree, but there is always a 
difference of opinion. Learn from the comments of 
the judges and next time, that Best in Class might be 
yours. Then take the container garden home and 
enjoy the design you have put together. 


Photos 3 and 4 show container gardens | have entered. 
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Registration Report 


By Joe Bruns 


1220 Stratford Lane « Hanover Park, IL 60133 
Email: jbruns @ qwip.net 


B Ern6 Berko — Ludanyhalaszi, Hungary 
BE-Amira 

(11303) 12/28/2020 eE. Berké 

e Single-semidouble dark violet frilled pansy. 
eVariegated dark green, pink and cream, plain, 
quilted, hairy, serrated/red back. e Standard. 


BE-Ani 

(11304) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 

eSemidouble pink ruffled pansy/variable thin 
white-green edge. 

eVariegated medium green, pink and cream, 
quilted, serrated/red back. eStandard. 


BE-Arabella 

(11305) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 

eSingle-semidouble lavender cupped pansy/purple 
band, green frilled edge. 

eVariegated medium green and cream, pointed, 
quilted, ruffled. eStandard. 


BE-Berill 

(11306) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 

eSemidouble white and blue pansy/green edge. 
eVariegated medium green and white, ovate, 
spooned, quilted. eSmall standard. 


BE-Csilla 

e(11307) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 
eSingle-semidouble dark violet pansy/pale pink 
puff fantasy. 

eMedium green, ovate, quilted, serrated. 
eSmall standard. 


BE-Edina 

(11308) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 

eSemidouble pale pink frilled pansy/raspberry 
glitter edge. 

eMedium green, plain, serrated. eSemiminiature. 


BE-Eszter 

(11309) 12/28/2020 eE. Berko 
eSingle-semidouble white cupped pansy/blue eye, 
streaks. 

eMedium green, plain, serrated. eSemiminiature. 
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BE-Fiona 

(11310) 12/28/2020 eE. Berk 

eSemidouble white pansy/pale pink eye, green 
edge. 

eMedium green, plain, quilted. 
eSemiminiature. 


Li Huang — Seattle, WA 

Dew’s Frosted Cranberry 

e(11311) 01/23/2021 eL. Huang 

eDouble chimera white star/fuchsia stripe. 
eVariegated dark green and cream, plain, 
pointed/red back. eSemiminiature. 


Dew’s Princess Lea 

e(11312) 01/23/2021 eL. Huang 

eSingle chimera purple sticktite star/lavender 
stripe, purple ruffled edge. 

eMedium green, quilted, serrated. Standard. 


& Michaela Kroupova — Horni Bludovice, 
Czech Republic 

Lina’s Bell in Toulouse 

e (11313) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

Single pink two-tone bell/green ruffled edge. 
eMedium green, quilted, serrated. 

eSmall standard. 


Lina’s Elizabeth 

e (11314) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 
eSingle-semidouble bright pink star/white eye, 
fuchsia sparkle band, white ruffled edge 

Dark green, quilted, serrated. eSmall standard. 


Lina’s Forest Fruit 

e(11315) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

e Double pink wavy star/white eye, blue fantasy, 
raspberry fantasy band, white edge. 

eMedium green, serrated. e Standard. 


Lina’s Glitter Fairy 

e (11316) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

eDouble pink two-tone ruffled star/purple fantasy 
band, green edge. 

eMedium green, wavy, serrated. eSmall standard. 
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Lina’s Madame de Montespan 

e (11317) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

e Semidouble-double bright pink wavy star/white 
eye, raspberry fantasy band, thin white edge. 
eMedium green, quilted, serrated. eStandard. 


Lina’s Makrigialos 
e (11318) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 


e Semidouble-double chimera blue star/white stripe. 


eMedium green, plain, hairy. eSmall standard. 


Lina’s Milky Way 

e (11319) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

e Single chimera fuchsia star/fuchsia ring around 
white eye, white puff fantasy, fuchsia ruffled edge. 
eMedium green, plain. eStandard. 


Lina’s Spring Mood 

(11320) 01/23/2021 eM. Kroupova 

e Semidouble-double pink two-tone ruffled 
star/darker streaks, raspberry fantasy, thin green 
edge. 

eVariegated medium green and white, pointed, 
quilted. eStandard. 


Booster Donations 
By RandyG. Deutsch Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


Donations received from January 1, through February 28, 2021 Total: $563 


Booster Donations support AVSA ongoing general expenses. 


& $50-$99 
Margaret Krygier, Steamwood, IL 
Carolyn Lantz, Timberville, VA 
Joyce Stork, Henderson, NV 

In memory of Art and Mary Boland 
Joyce Stork, Henderson, NV 

In memory of Bill Paauwe 


@ $25-$49 
Grace W. Bailey, Virginia Beach, VA 
Alice R. Dulaney, Broomall, PA 
Judy Hanley, Midland, GA 
Robert Kurzynski, Clifton, NJ 
Sue Ramser, Wichita Falls, TX 

In memory of Katherine Troutman 
Nellie Reese, South Chesterfield, VA 


® Under $25 

Christopher J. Beney, lowa City, IA 
Elaine Butler, San Francisco, CA 
Susan Campbell, Lindenhurst, NY 
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Lynn D. Campo, Hamden, CT 
Nancy Frost, Ocala, FL 

LaDonna Hopson, Yorktown, VA 
Andrew Ketel, Edmonton, AB, Canada 
Elena Martinez, Miami, FL 

James Matula, Cape Coral, FL 
Holly Moses, Morgantown, WA 
Mueller Greenhouse, Vista, VA 
Carolyn Myers, Estill Springs, TN 
Martha Nix, Gerald, MO 

North Star AV Council, Ramsey, MN 
Susan Purcell, Troy, MI 

Suet Lai Yeung Rosetta, Hong Kong 
Megan St. George, Royal Oak, MI 
Sybilann Williams Liberty, IL 
Charlotte Wolfe, Ann Arbor, MI 
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Rob’s Lucky Ducky 


Exhibited by: Lorna Russell, 2008 
Hybridized by: R. Robinson, 2004 
Semiminiature 


B-Man’s Etna 


Exhibited by: Bruno Curcuruto, 
sat 2008 
Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Hybridized by: B. Curcuruto 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


Primulina ‘Cynthia’ 


Exhibited by: Beverley Williams, 


2008 


Unloading 
Show Plants 


Beverley Williams’ plants 
ready to unload at the 
2008 National Show 
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2021 Vacation Guide 


These AVSA commercial members would be 
happy to have you visit them if you are able to travel 
in their area. They are listed here by state. Please 
carefully note the contact information, hours, and if 
visits are by appointment only. Enjoy the education 
and inspiration that visiting these businesses will 
afford you! 


© Florida 


THE PEACOCK COTTAGE 

Laura and Frank Perdomo 

3243 East Silver Springs Blvd. 

Ocala, FL 34470 

352-624-0116 

E-mail: the peacockcottage@gmail.com 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m.-6 p.m., closed 
Sundays and Mondays. 

Specializing in African violets, Dandy Pots, ceramic 
self-watering pots, other gesneriads, fairy gardens, 
house plants such as hoya, alocasia, begonia, 
cactus and succulents, tillandsia, ferns, and more! 
www.dandypot.com 


® Missouri 


DAVE’S VIOLETS 

David Harris 

1372 S. Kentwood Ave. 

Springfield, MO 65804-0220 

417-887-8904 

E-mail: plantman57@att.net 

By appointment only 

Sinningias, African violets and other gesneriads. 
www.davesviolets.com 


® New York 


LYNDON LYON GREENHOUSES, INC. 
Paul Sorano 

14 Mutchler St. 

PO Box 249 

Dolgeville, NY 13329 

315-429-8291 

E-mail: info@lyndonlyon.com 

8 a.m.-4 p.m. (Mon-Fri) 
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10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sat) 

Noon- 4 p.m. (Sundays, May and June only) 

African violets, gesneriads. Located just 10 minutes 
off I-90 in the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains 
www.lyndonlyon.com 


THE VIOLET BARN 

Ralph and Olive Ma Robinson 

7209 County Road 12 

Naples, NY 14512 

585-374-8592 

E-mail: comments@violetbarn.com 

At the time this guide is being assembled (March), 
New York state is closed to visitors. If you would like 
to visit The Violet Barn, please check in advance to 
see if it is open for visitors. 

We carry African violets, gesneriads, begonias, 
terrarium plants and supplies. 
www.violetbarn.com 


® Pennsylvania 


BLACK OAK VIOLETS 

Rich and Marie Glass 

47 Black Horse Road 

Paradise, PA 17562 

717-940-4640 

E-mail: blackoakstudio@comcast.net 

Call for appointment. 

If you are planning a visit to the Pennsylvania Dutch 
country, we are located 10 miles east of Lancaster, 
just off route 30. We would love to see you. 

You will find a favorite or two from among 500 
varieties of African violets including Russian 
hybrids, miniatures, semimins and trailers as well 
as those quirky unusuals. Plants are grown in our 
home so they should thrive in yours. We also have 
some unusual supplies. 


® Texas 


GLENDA’'S HOUSE OF VIOLETS 
Glenda and Jim Williams 

829 Old Highway 20, Unit B 
McDade, TX 78650-5265 
512-988-1918 
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E-mail: ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 

Visitors always welcome by appointment only; 
please call to schedule visit. 

We offer one-stop shopping to the African violet 
and other gesneriad communities. We are proud to 
offer a large inventory of growing supplies. 

Check out our store for products you need to grow 
and show those beautiful, beloved plants! We offer 
nursery pots (all sizes from 2.25" to 10" and 
specialty pots), unusual plant grooming tools, 
custom-blended growing and propagation soils, 
fertilizers, soil amendments, trays, domes, water 
reservoirs, pest/pathogen control products, plant 
support rings, and other nursery supplies. 
www.ghviolets.com 


HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY 
Ken Froboese 

32005 I.H. 10 West 

Boerne, TX 78006 

830-249-2614 

E-mail: HCAV@BeeCreek.net 

Facebook 

8 a.m.-5:45 p.m., 7 days a week 

No lists - No shipping 

Complete retail nursery with 10 greenhouses - 
African violets, supplies, other gesneriads, 
orchids, herbs and lots of other plants. Visitors 
always welcome. 

HCAVandnursery.com 


JAN’S WORKSHOP 

Jan & Ron Davidson 

641 FM 2377 

Red Oak, TX 75154 
214-718-1186 

E-mail: chiefrond@aol.com 
Call for appointment. 
Ribbon awards for shows. 


JOS VIOLETS 

Jo Schrimsher 

2205 College Dr. 

Victoria, TX 77901-4474 

361-575-1344 

E-mail: plants@josviolets.com 

Call for an appointment. 

African violets, species, primulina, petrocosmeas, 
episcias, pots, wick pots, Oyama and Dandy pots, 
soil and fertilizers. 

www. josviolets.com 


Barbara Burde Endowment Fund 
By RandyG. Deutsch Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


Donations received from January I, 2021, through February 28, 2021 Total: $122 


The Barbara Burde Endowment Fund supports the Society’s long-term needs in technology. 


§ $50-$99 
Sue Haffner, Clovis, CA 


@ Under $25 
Christopher J. Beney, lowa City, IA 
Nancy Frost, Ocala, FL 
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Ruth Hoffman, Bolton, CT 

Mueller Greenhouse, Vista, CA 
Martha Nix, Gerald, MO 

North Star AV Council, Ramsey, MN 
Suet Lai Yeung Rosetta, Hong Kong 
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Seeds That Make 


Small African Violets 


By Ronn Nadeau Email: avseeds@yahoo.com 


During the past 47 years, with help from my 
wife, Katsuko, and our expert pollinator, Kiyoko 
Tsumuraya, | have produced and sold African violet 
seeds. My seeds make the following types of African 
violets: standard, miniature, trailer, fantasy, and 
variegated. 


Over the past 2 years, | have concentrated on improv- 
ing our miniature category seeds. Toward that end, 
| stopped their production 8 months ago and let 
stocks run out. 


| did that because my formerly sold “miniature” 
seeds produced mixtures of small (4- to 6-inch 
diameter), medium (6- to 10- inch) and large (greater 
than 10-inch) size plants in approximately equal 
proportions. My goal now is to produce seeds that 
make 100 percent small plants! 


A 


Plant stands with labeled crosses. 
If you pick two of your standard African violet varie- 
ties and try to hybridize them, | think your chances 
of obtaining viable seeds are medium to low. If you 
do the same with two mini varieties, your chances 
are practically zero. 


In my opinion, that is because human-made African 
violet varieties survive through vegetative, not 
sexual, propagation. Thus, their genomes need not 
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concern themselves with fertility and sterility; they 
have us to take care of their multiplying via cloning. 


Human-made African 
violet varieties survive 


through vegetative, not 


sexual, propagation. 


Breeder Finders 

Only a small percentage of mini African violet varie- 
ties can form seeds when tested with pollen known 
to be viable, or at least that has been my experience. 
To help find those few that make good seeds, | use 
what | call a “breeder finder.” The breeder finder is 
a variety that has demonstrated its pollen is 
extraordinarily successful at fertilizing African violet 
flowers, whenever it is possible for that to happen. 
| give that plant the hybridizing name of SAK. 


Explaining further, when | have a new mini variety 
to hybridize, | use the SAK pollen for the initial 
pollination. | apply it to several stigmas of the 
plant being tested. If SAK pollen does not cause 
pods to begin forming within 8 to 12 days, or if the 
pods are exceedingly small, | conclude the variety 
is sterile. 


If pods form, that is a good sign. Unfortunately, 
however, such a result is not definitive because the 
mature pod might contain mostly small, fluffy 
“seeds” that do not germinate. In such cases the 
hybridizer learns that his or her efforts were 
expended on a plant that was sterile. 
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Large seed pods on two mini crosses. 
Mini-Standard Crosses 

The mini seeds we once sold were made in crosses 
of minis with standards. Some of the hundreds of 
minis produced by those crosses were found fertile 
by testing with SAK. Some of them have large pods 
(see photos), and | hope the seeds from those pods 
will produce a high percentage of mini African violets. 
In around a month, harvesting those pods will begin, 
followed by sowing the seeds. 


About 5 to 6 months later, | will begin seeing the Close-ups of seedlings Pasa ehoesee: 


qualities and characteristics of the new plants. Will 
they be small and if so, in a high percentage? If they 
satisfy my goals, the batch of seeds they came from 
will be packeted and offered to the public. | will stay 
with the search for true mini seeds until | succeed. 
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More Fun with Design 
By Karyn Cichocki Lafayette, New Jersey 


Design Schedule 

Editor’s note: In the March/April issue of AVM (page 
42), Karyn contributed an article loaded with design 
tips. Here are a few more photos and tips just in time for 
the Cyber Convention. All photos by Karyn Cichocki. 


Creativity comes into play when interpreting design 
descriptions. Be sure to follow the show schedule 
and avoid “over-accessorizing.” In Photo 1, the class 
was “Reese’s Pieces,” which was to be staged on a 
round circle. | chose the colors of the paper back- 
drop and used pinking shears to cut the paper to 
mimic the color and edges of the candy. | glued the 
plastic cap tops to the circle and attached the line 
material (anemone flower stems) to the caps so that 
the design was three-dimensional. 


Photo 1. “Reese’s Pieces” 


Photo 2 shows a freestanding arrangement | entered 
at the New York State African Violet Society conven- 
tion. The class was titled “Awards Banquet,” and the 
schedule required the exhibitor to interpret the theme 
with a food that represented one you might find at a 
banquet. Several exhibitors entered cakes, and | chose 
to create a plate of sushi. The chopsticks were acces- 
sory enough; the soy sauce packet was not necessary. 
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Photo 2. Freestanding arrangement with “Awards 
Banquet” theme. 


Photo 3. A holiday arrangement titled “Boxing Day.” 
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The third photo is a plant arrangement staged ona 
wooden block. The designer was to choose a holi- 
day and | chose to interpret “Boxing Day.” | staged 
the design in a small, decorated box to match the 
theme of the design and the origination of the holi- 
day. The metal twirls are a find from my husband’s 
garbage pile. The leftover pieces from cut alumi- 
num represent confetti. 


Plant and Material Arrangement 

Design also requires a little bit of artistic knowledge, 
such as use of negative space, plus some engineer- 
ing. Photo 4 shows a plant arrangement by Mel Grice. 
Mel chose a clever way to interpret the arrangement 
titled “Attachment.” He created two designs at differ- 
ent heights and attached them with line material. 
Remember, negative space is just as important as 
filled space. 


Photo 4. “Attachment” by Mel Grice. 
In Photo 5, a flower arrangement from the Cherry Hill 
convention is titled “Mummer’s Parade.” This was a 
suspended design and | fixated on the flash of the 
Mummers and using shiny plastic cloth, but this de- 
sign has everything but the kitchen sink in it. | usually 
don't do such busy designs. The metal ring hangs 
from two threads at the back and two at the front. | 
use a thread color that blends with the background. 
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Photo 6 shows a black and white flower arrange- 
ment titled “Batman.” This one shows how to use 
paper and color. | spray-painted one of the white 
flowers black. | placed a stick in a weighted cup pin 
holder and then attached pieces of black and white 
paper to cover both the stick and holder. 


Photo 6. “Batman” flower arrangement. 
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What Is the AVSA Legacy Society and 


How DoI Become A Member? 
By Linda Hall Phone: 816-550-4061 


Email: lIhall@grm.net 


The AVSA Legacy Society was formed in 2008, 
just 2 years after the Anne and Frank Tinari Endow- 
ment Fund was created. The Tinari fund was formed 
for the purpose of ensuring the long-term financial 
stability of the AVSA. The endowment will provide a 
stream of income restricted to support and enhance 
the operations of AVSA. The initial goal for the Tinari 
Fund was $500,000. At the present time, the balance 
in the fund is more than $335,000. 


The Legacy Society’s purpose is to request your gifts 
to the Tinari Fund to reach and exceed the goal of 
$500,000. Gifts can come from individuals, clubs or 
businesses. All donations become part of the fund, 
which is invested under the direction of the AVSA 
Finance Committee in secure investments for the 
benefit of AVSA. 


This goal may be reached by bequests through either 
your will, in a specific dollar amount, or through a 
percentage of your estate. You also can make a 
bequest by naming the Anne and Frank Tinari 
Endowment Fund of the African Violet Society of 


BLOOMLALA 
Adorn Yourself in Violets 


America as beneficiary of a life insurance policy ora 
specific dollar amount from that policy. This is as 
simple as calling your agent. The Legacy Society 
requires a minimum bequest of $1,000 or more to 
the Tinari Endowment Fund to become a member. 


The current members of the Legacy Society are: 
Douglas and Lynn Allen Sue Hoffmann 
Carolee Carter Terry Klemesrud 
Judy Carter Anne Nicholas 


Randy G. Deutsch Terri Post 
Margaret Farrand Sue Ramser 
Dolores Gibbs Leonard Re 
Linda Hall Janet Riemer 
Nancy Hayes Joyce Stork 


This Society is near and dear to my heart. If you wish 
to become a member and need more information, 
please contact me by phone, email or text to the 
above number. | would love to talk to you and let 
you know what a difference you can make for our 
beloved AVSA and its future. 


rcv il 


Beautiful clothing items featuring African violets from Bloomlala! iii 


Hee i 
Use code JOY when you order online and AVSA d. 


receives a portion of the proceeds. 
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bloomlala.com/collections/violet 
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Best Varieties Voting Opens 
By Trudy Brekel Email: violetlady7@msn.com 


It’s that time of year again, time to vote for your 
favorite African violets! The AVSA Best Varieties List 
for 2021 needs your input. We would like to have 
your opinion on which plants you would like to see 
on the list. We will include all nominations submit- 
ted by July 31, 2021. The Best Varieties report will 
appear in the November/December issue of African 
Violet Magazine. 


There are several ways to vote: 


Vote online at: www.africanvioletsocietyofameri 
ca.org/best-variety-voting. Enter your name and the 
five varieties that are your favorites. At the bottom, 
you just click on the Submit button — it’s that easy. 
You also can navigate to the Member Content page of 
the website, where you will find links both to the 


| In Memory 


Gary Thurman 

Another member of AVSA has passed away. Gary 
Thurman of Houston, Texas, passed away August 
20, 2020, after a short battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Gary moved to North Carolina to be near 
his niece and nephews in his final year. His family 
was with him through Facetime when he passed 
from this world. 
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online voting page and a printable form you can mail 
to me at: Trudy Brekel, 5553 W. Prentice Cir., Littleton, 
CO 80123. 


The AVSA Best Varieties 


List for 2021 needs 


your input. 


If you prefer to email the names of your five favorite 
varieties, send the message to me at: violetlady7@ 
msn.com. 


Be sure to participate and get your vote in by July 31. 


Gary was a knowledgeable and avid grower of 
gesneriads. He was drawn into the violet world 
through his wife, Rhona, whom he lost in 2017. Until 
the end Gary was an active member of Spring 
Branch African Violet Club in Houston, the Lone Star 
African Violet Council and the African Violet Society 
of America. 
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Contest Entry — 


Emotional Therapy with 


African Violets 


By Frank Tropea Somerville, Massachusetts 


While | write this article, we are in the midst of a 
harsh New England winter. With naturally dark days, 
one can get depressed easily. However, whenever | 
feel the darkness pervading my psyche, | just look at 
several of my blooming African violet plants. They, if 
| may say so myself, are grandly beautiful. One in 
particular, a multi-petaled pink rosette one with 
specks of other colors named Angelique, is especially 
beautiful and has a lot of flowers. 


I’m seriously thinking of showing Angelique when- 
ever the coronavirus pandemic is ended and the Bay 
State African Violet Society inevitably gets back 
together for its shows again. Of course, I’m still a 
novice and amateur grower. | only propagate by leaf 
cuttings, etc., and | have no overwhelming ambi- 
tions to become a renowned breeder. However, not 
to brag, but some of my flowering plants look very 
much like some of the show winners in the African 
Violet Magazine. 


Good Soil and Fertilizer 

I’ve been using a special fertilizer called ArgoThrive. 
It doesn’t smell too nice since it’s partly created by 
fish parts and fermented grains. However, my plants 
really seem to like it and do well. | give my plants 
plenty of light, both artificial and sunlight, and spray 
them well with a mild mixture of ArgoThrive in warm 
water three times a day. And because it’s all organic, 
spraying it on the plants doesn’t seem to discolor the 
leaves. With root feeding, it also adds beneficial 
bacteria to the soil. 


| also give my plants great “soilless soil” from Heidi 
Dillenbeck of Enchanted Gardens fame. Most of the 
violets in my collection come from Lyndon Lyon 
Greenhouses and many are beautifully flowered 
Russian varieties. Possibly, foolishly, | ordered some 
more from Lyndon Lyons. 
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When dark clouds 


pervade my mind, their 


astonishing beauty 


breaks through... 


Outside of possibly getting a few ribbons at the even- 
tual shows, | do not plan to be a prize breeder. If | 
have too many plants, I’ll give some away to other 
friends and family of mine who are African violet 
hobbyists or who just like the plants. | have consid- 
ered, if | win a few ribbons, possibly going to the 
classes for judging but we'll just see what the future 
holds for me and my plants. 


Sharing the Emotional Therapy 

| do, as I’m sure you all do too, just derive a great 
deal of pleasure from tending and nurturing these 
very beautiful African violets. When dark clouds per- 
vade my mind, their astonishing beauty breaks 
through the emotional darkness and makes me feel 
immensely better. 


This is also why, when COVID is no longer a threat to 
activities of African violet hobbyists, | want to share 
my collection and joy from these plants, especially 
some of the new varieties | purchased from Lyndon 
Lyons. All of us who have too many violets should 
consider giving some to people living in psychiatric 
hospitals, jails or medical hospitals to cheer them up. 
It helps to accompany the gifts with easy instructions 
on how to raise these beautiful plants, which are 
show-stopping gorgeous! 
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Lyon’s Monique 


Exhibited by: Jean Melnechuk, 2009 
Hybridized by: S. Sorano 
Standard 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 
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Notice of Proposed 
Amendments To AVSA Bylaws 


Notice is hereby given that the following pro- 
posed amendments to AVSA Bylaws, Articles IV, V and 
X will be voted on at the AVSA 2021 Virtual Annual 
Convention. 


Article IV 
Officers and Their Duties 
Section I 
@ Elected Officers 
It is proposed to insert in the first line of the opening 
paragraph, after the word “shall,” the following words: 
“be members of AVSA in good standing and...” 


First paragraph currently reads: 
“The elected officers of this Society shall fulfill 
the duties prescribed by these bylaws and by 
the parliamentary authority of the Society. The 
elected officers of this Society shall be:” 


If adopted, Article IV, Officers and Their Duties, Sec- 
tion 1, first paragraph under the heading “Elected 
Officers” would read: 


“The elected officers of this Society shall be 
members of AVSA in good standing and shall ful- 
fill the duties prescribed by these bylaws and 
by the parliamentary authority of the Society. 
The elected officers of this Society shall be:” 


Section 2 
Hi Regional Directors 
It is proposed to add the following new paragraph 1: 
“All Directors shall be members in good 
standing of AVSA.” 


Article V 
Nomination and Elections 
Section I 
§ Eligibility 
It is proposed to amend by striking out paragraphs 
1 and 2 and replacing with the language below. 
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Paragraphs 1 and 2 currently read: 

1. To be eligible to be an elected officer in the 
Society, a nominee shall be a member in good 
standing and have served at least two (2) years 
as a member of the Board of Directors. 

2. To beeligible to be a Director, anominee shall 
have shown outstanding leadership in African 
violet related activities. 


If adopted, Article V, Nomination and Elections, Sec- 
tion 1, Eligibility, paragraphs 1 and 2 would read: 


1. To be eligible to be an elected officer in the 
Society, a nominee shall be a member of AVSA 
in good standing and must have completed two 
(2) years of service on the Board of Directors. 

2. To be eligible to be a Director, a nominee shall 
be a member of AVSA in good standing and have 
shown outstanding leadership in African violet 
related activities. 


Article X 
Committees 
Section I 
§ Standing Committees 
It is proposed to create the following new commit- 
tees with the stated responsibilities: 

8. Fundraising: shall assist with research and 
recommend funding solutions for various 
funds, fund drives as needed, other income 
opportunity programs, and solicitation of 
contributions, grants and other donation 
opportunities. 

10. Marketing: shall develop and organize a 
Marketing Plan for AVSA to enhance the vis- 
ibility and reputation of AVSA and shall guide 
AVSA, notably the website team, committees, 
and affiliate chapters, in creating a unified 
vision, mission, look and feel of AVSA. 
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17. Website: shall be responsible for coordinating 
and implementing the functions associated 
with maintenance of the AVSA website. 


It is proposed to amend paragraph 12 by striking 
from the responsibilities “the AVM and other.” Para- 
graph 12 currently reads: 
12. Publications: shall be responsible for the 
publication of the AVM and other AVSA litera- 
ture that the AVSA Board shall authorize. 


If adopted, paragraph 12 (which will be renumbered 
to paragraph 14) will read: 


14. Publications: shall be responsible for the 
publication of AVSA literature that the AVSA 
Board shall authorize. 


AVSA Drinkware 


Order Yours Now! 


Article X 
Committees 
Section 2 
i Special Committees 
It is proposed to add the following as the first para- 
graph: 
“All members of Standing and Special Com- 
mittees shall be members of AVSA in good 
Standing.” 


Rationale: The purpose of the proposed amend- 
ments is for clarification and consistency. Adding 
the new committees to the Bylaws is simply to 
formalize what we’re already doing. 


Mary Lou Harden, Chair, AVSA Bylaws Committee 
Sue Ramser 

Ruth Goeke 

Bob Green 


AVSA has contracted with MD Engraving (Sioux Falls, 
SD), to bring you customizable drinkware products. 


Perfect for the office or growing room. Great gift for 
outgoing officers or judges! 


CUSTOMIZABLE (no extra cost) 

@ Choose one of three AVSA logos or 
submit your own affiliate logo 

@ Add a second image to the reverse 
side 

@ Add a name personalization 

@ Many options available 


FEATURES 

@ High quality double-insulated 
stainless steel drinkware maintains 
beverage temperature 

@ Hand wash - easy to clean 

¢ Available in many styles and colors 

% Optional lid choice 


Place group order and save on shipping. 
Orders over $110.01 shipped free! 


See details and place orders at 
mdengravinggifts.com/avsa-orders.html 


Proceeds benefit the 
African Violet Society of America Inc. 
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By now you have probably looked at the new 
AVSA website and found your club. When you check 
your club’s information to confirm that all of the 
information was correctly brought over from the old 
website, take a minute to check at the bottom of your 
club’s information for the “update” date. If that date 
is more than 2 years old, it’s time to do an update. 


To get to the “Update Affiliate Club Information” 
form, click on “Participate” on the Home page. Select 
“Find an Affiliate Club” from the dropdown menu. 
You will now see the “Update Affiliate Club Infor- 
mation” button. The update form now has a different 
format than before, but works in the same way. If all 
of your club information is the same, you can just 
send an email to affiliate@avsa.org. 


Several clubs that are only having virtual meetings 
at this time are updating their club information to let 
people know who to contact if they want to attend 
the virtual meetings. After things return to normal 
they will send in another update to enter their meet- 
ing location and times. It’s always a good idea to 
keep your club information up to date. 


Once meetings resume, many clubs stop having 
meetings in the summer, but it’s too easy for mem- 
bers to drop out over the summer and not return in 
the fall. If you keep meeting through the summer 
you have a better chance of keeping your members. 
The summer meetings can be more casual, with no 
club business so vacationers don’t miss any club 
news. 


Generally, the summer meetings can have an activity 
not necessarily violet related: get together for lunch, 
or visit a botanical garden or a nice nursery. It’s just 
a fun way to keep your group together. 
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ey AVSA Affiliate Update 


By Jeri Anderson, Affiliate Chair 


Email: affiliate @avsa.org 


The NASA Area 
African Violet Society 


was disbanded, but is 


active again. 


Have you ever belonged to a club that disbanded? 
Well, take heart; all is hopefully not lost. The NASA 
Area African Violet Society is an example of a club 
that was disbanded for several years before a few 
former members decided to work on regrouping. The 
NASA Area African Violet Society in Texas is now 
active once again. 


We have a list of members working to start a club: 
eVikki Bierley: Evansville, IN; 

Email: vicki0323@aol.com 

e Mary Ann Markey: Port Charlotte, FL; 
Email: drmaogrady@gmail.com 
eLaura Carpenter: Lancaster, CA; 
Phone: 661-940-3990 

eCherie Przymus: Cheyenne, WY; 
Email: clprzy@gmail.com 

e Joanne Daane: Ashland, OR; 

Email: jorosel2@yahoo.com 


Hopefully, someone will be interested in joining a 
club in one of these areas. If you are trying to start a 
new club in your area, please contact the Affiliate 
Chair for help. 


There are several states that do not have even one 
African violet club. If you live in one of these states, 
please consider starting a local club. 
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Graphics for Affiliates 


By Joyce Stork, AVSA Marketing Chair 
Phone: 402-719-6896 Email: marketing @avsa.org 


Tell the world about AVSA on your Affiliate web- 
site or Facebook page using AVSA graphic designs 
or ads! 


The graphics shown here were created for AVSA affil- 
iate use by Roxanne Clapp (https://roxc.graphics/). 
She serves as AVSA’s volunteer graphic designer and 
is willing to assist clubs too. If your club needs a new 
logo, or has a special project, contact Roxanne (phone 
813-991-1860 Roxanne@roxc.graphics), and mention 
AVSA, to receive a very reasonable rate for her work. 


Interested in African violets? AVSA is here to help! 


Affiliates can use this “Join AVSA” graphic to promote 
their local clubs. 


To access the graphics shown here for your club 
use, simply request the graphic(s) you wish to use 
from the Marketing Committee (marketing@avsa. 
org). It is helpful to specify the location (Facebook, 
website, brochure, etc.) where you plan to use the 
graphic so that we can provide the correct size of 
image. 


@Atrican 
Violet 


Society of 


@Atrican 
Violet 


Society of 


AVSA Affiliates also can request to use photos of 
violets seen in the Photo Gallery on the new AVSA 
website. Contact the Marketing Committee (market 
ing@avsa.org) and specify which photographs you 
need using the name that appears when you hover 
over the website image. 


Normally, we provide the graphics or images within 
a day or two of the receipt of your request. 


ESS) - 


Contact the AVSA Marketing Committee to reuse 
photos displayed in our online gallery. 
Note: AVSA graphics and images can only be used by 
AVSA Affiliate clubs by permission and so long as 
club dues remain current. The graphics should not 
be altered in any way, including by cropping, 
stretching, or changing the color. 


@Atrican 


Violet 
Society of 
America 


Oll) 


. America 
America 
AFFILIATED Affiliates can use this “Join AVSA” 
AFFILIATED CHAPTER REGIONAL GROUP graphic to promote their local clubs. 
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Contest Entry — 


Confessions of an 


African Violet Assassin 
By Rich Follett Strasburg, Virginia 


In this vast, wide world, African violet enthusiasts 
are a small and close-knit community. We share our 
joys and sorrows quickly across borders, cultures, 
and lifestyles. We tend to learn our lessons with and 
from each other. 


Because of this dynamic, the loss of my entire collec- 
tion 10 years ago to impatiens necrotic spot virus 
(INSV) is public knowledge. | was devastated when 
it happened, and deeply touched when dozens of 
fellow African violet lovers offered to share leaves 
and plants to help me get my collection back up and 
running 8 years later when | got the courage to try 
again. 


There can be no doubt: African violet lovers are kind 
and generous by nature. We stick together when the 
going gets tough! 


My (Plant) Life of Crime 

Given the generally transparent nature of African 
violet community relations, what | have to say next 
might come as a bit of a surprise: / was a confirmed 
African violet assassin before INSV ever came into my 
world. Oh, it’s true that | lost nearly 2,000 plants to 
INSV in one fell swoop, but it is also true that the 
number of plants and varieties | have killed in my 
time as an African violet grower is easily triple the 
number | lost when INSV hit. INSV was just the last 
straw in a long line of death sentences for African 
violets taken into my care! 


Before you judge me too harshly, please note that 
| have never in my life adopted, purchased or propa- 
gated an African violet with premeditated murder in 
mind. Life is just life, we all have our struggles and, 
sadly, my poor violets have tended to pay the price. 
| am choosing to reveal my life of crime in the hope 
that it will be both a reassurance and a cautionary 
tale for fellow African violet enthusiasts. 
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I was a confirmed 


African violet assassin 


before INSV... 


Common “Criminal” Scenarios 

The circumstances are legion; in the interest of brev- 
ity, | will discuss only those factors that are most 
likely to apply to growers everywhere. If you see your- 
self in any of these scenarios, | hope that you will take 
heart and forgive yourself, as | have learned to do. 
eBeing overeager. When African violets became 
commonly available on eBay and in other online 
forums, | took on too many too fast and exceeded 
my resources of time and space. Approximately nine 
out of every 10 now are dead, and many of those 
that lived were so stressed that they sported. 
eOverestimating the ability to care for plants 
properly. Be it because of time, energy, changing 
economic conditions, illness, or just burnout, | fell 
short of my own expectations more often than not 
and many plants died as a result. One universally 
acknowledged trait of African violets is that they need 
consistent culture to thrive. 


None of my plants have ever had consistent culture. 
| tried to compensate by growing hundreds, or even 
thousands, of plants at a time under the assumption 
that the law of averages would dictate that some 
would be in bloom when it suited my purpose. 

eDepression. Like many intelligent, creative people, 
| struggle with depression. Rarely, if ever, do | take 
on additional African violets when | am at a low point. 
When | am ona high bend in the curve, though, watch 
out! Online auction sites exacerbate this dynamic. | 
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often have felt like one particular auction might be 
my only to chance to acquire a variety on my “must- 
have” list. Even for those who do not deal with 
depression, the adrenaline rush can be compelling. 
e Overpropagating to share or to preserve hard- 
to-find cultivars. | have always put down three or 
four leaves of every variety that | acquire, be it to 
share later or to preserve the hybrid in case my 
original specimen goes down. Never — and | repeat, 
never — have | accurately estimated the time and 
energy it would take me to separate, pot up, grow, 
pack, and ship all those African violet progeny. 
Propagation can be an African violet assassin crash 
course! 

e Lifestyle disconnect. | am the youngest person in 
my circle of friends. My wife is retired. Almost all my 
friends are retired. Most of my African violet friends 
are retired. | am not. If | could just get it into my head 
that my time restrictions are different from those of 
almost everyone else in my circle, more of my African 
violets might live. 


Retirement isn’t the only factor, either. It all comes 
down to one’s personal nature. “On-the-go” types 
often don’t do well with the more monotonous and 
sedentary aspects of African violet culture (such as 
repotting, separating babies, etc.). Know yourself so 
your African violets may live! 

e Apathy. When things aren’t going well in the plant 
room or on the windowsill, it is easy to become over- 
whelmed and, hence, apathetic. In my case, the plant 
room is downstairs in the unfinished storage area of 
our basement, completely out of sight and out of my 
daily living space. Sadly, out of sight really can mean 
out of mind. 


| often have missed weekly watering and then, afraid 
to see the damage that has surely resulted, | spend 
another week building up the courage to go down- 
stairs and see what my neglect hath wrought. It is 
a vicious cycle. 


The fact that the damage, once seen, is never as bad 
as | might have imagined does little to prevent the 
cycle from repeating. If | could grow African violets in 
the part of my house in which | actually live, | cer- 
tainly would, but that is not the case (my wife and 
| live in a one-bedroom condo) and | would rather 
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grow them somewhere | have to trek to get to than 
not grow them at all. 


Sadly, out of sight 


really can mean out 


of mind. 


The real problem is that | never seem to be able to 
learn from the curve. Result: the assassin strikes 
again! 

eLack of real-time contact with other growers. 
Apart from the six intrepid novice growers with whom 
| was meeting once monthly prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, there are virtually no African violet 
enthusiasts or clubs in my geographical area, with 
the closest active group being a 2-hour drive away. 
It is difficult to stay motivated and on track with such 
a limited sense of community. Once again, the plants 
suffer the consequences. 


Caring for the Living 

| am sure that all of you who read the AVM will be 
able to identify many other factors that might con- 
tribute to one earning African violet assassin status. 
| have offered just a few here, culled from my own 
experience. 


| have figured out that the only way | can appease 
the ghosts of the deceased is by improving my 
record of caring for the living. I have filled my African 
violet room and refrigerator with Post-it notes of 
encouragement and reminders for improved care 
and culture. 


Perhaps, in time, | will be able to turn in my “African 
violet Assassins’” union card. At least, for the 
moment, my conscience is clear. 
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Senior Judges: Important Notice 


By Barbara Werness 


Phone: 763-754-3918 Email: seniorjudges@avsa.org 


Senior Judges may apply for a renewal examina- 
tion between May 1 and September 1, 2021. Please 
refer any questions regarding the Senior Judge 
examination to Barbara Werness. 


The examination request form can be obtained on 
the AVSA web site in the Shows and Judges section 
under Member Content. The form includes instruc- 
tions for the $5 fee payment. Proof of three blue rib- 
bons as per the AVSA Handbook, 2016 edition, page 
83, should be sent with the form. (Proof of three blue 
ribbons is waived for the 2021 examination.) 


You may receive the examination by email as a 
Microsoft Word document. If not received, follow up 
within 2 weeks. If you require a hard copy by postal 
mail, allow up to 3 weeks for delivery. Please specify 
whether you want the exam by email or as a hard copy. 


A printed hard copy (not email) of the exam must be 
returned to Barbara Werness by October 1, 2021, for 
grading. 


Advanced Judges who meet the requirements and 
wish to apply for their first Senior Judge examination 


Correction 


can use the same request form; but also need to send 
the following items of documentation of eligibility 
per AVSA Handbook, Page 85: This information is to 
be sent via postal mail to: Barbara Werness, 12354 
Naples Street NE, Blaine, MN 55449. 

1. List of all judging schools attended, grades, etc. 

2. Signed schedules of five AVSA shows judged (copy 
of signed title page with all show information is 
sufficient.) 

3. Verification of three blue ribbons earned per AVSA 
Handbook, 2016 Edition, Page 83. 


(Proof of three blue ribbons is waived and only 
three signed schedules are required for the 2021 
examination.) 


Apply by September 1, 2021. Applications post- 
marked after September 1, 2021, will be returned and 
application may be made next year. 


Please include email address and you will be notified 
when your exam is received. No exams will be 
returned until after October 15, 2021. 


In the March-April 2021 issue of AVM, on page 9, NK-Klubnichiyi- 
Kapekeik, exhibited by Carol Semrau, was incorrectly identified as 


a standard. It is a semiminiature plant. 
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Res 

NK-Klubnichiyi-Kapekeik S 

Exhibited by Carol Semrau a 
Semiminiature #2 
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Foxwood Trail 


Exhibited by: Bill Price 
Hybridized by: T. Khoe, 1986 
Best Trailer, 2007 

Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Semiminiature Trailer 


Rob’s Hallucination 


Exhibited by: Beverley Williams, 
2008 

Hybridized by: R. Robinson, 
1996 

Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Semiminiature 
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Violet Preservation 


Committee Update 
By Rich Follett Strasburg, Virginia 


In January of this year, Mary Thompson suc- 
ceeded Candace Baldwin as the chair of the Violet 
Preservation Committee. The members of the 
committee, along with all of AVSA, are grateful for 
Candace’s dedicated leadership. Since that transi- 
tion, the committee has begun three projects, which 
we are excited to share. 


First, in keeping with the committee’s mission, a 
name change has been submitted for AVSA Board 
approval. The proposed name for the newly reorgan- 
ized committee is the Vintage Violet Preservation 
Committee. This initiative is based on a desire to 
focus the committee’s energy where it is needed 
most — to help preserve the vintage African violet 
varieties we have grown and loved for so long. As of 
this writing, we still are awaiting Board approval. 


The second project is to bring back the “AV Most 
Wanted” feature in the AVM (see next page). Readers 
may remember that this popular column was main- 
tained for many years by the late Barbara Elkin, whose 
service was invaluable to the AVSA and its members. 
This newly restored feature will appear first in the 
AVM and later, as time and resources permit, on 
the AVSA website. Those searching for a vintage 
variety should send an e-mail with their requests to: 
preservingviolets@avsa.org, along with their name, 
address, preferred email address, and phone number. 


Lastly (and perhaps most exciting of all), Committee 
Chair Mary Thompson will be instituting a spring 
and fall vintage African violet round robin trade! The 
details on the Round Robin appear below. Please 
plan to join us for the fun! 


Vintage Violet Round Robin 


By Mary Thompson and Rich Follett 


Mary Thompson and the Violet Preservation 
Committee are proud to announce an African Violet 
Round Robin trade to be held twice yearly, in May 
and October. AVSA members in good standing are en- 
couraged to participate. Round Robin details follow. 


As you probably know, a vintage violet is one that 
has a DOB (date of birth) that is 25 years old or older. 
Most are registered, and their birthdate (date of 
registration) can be found in a software program 
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called First Class for All, which can be ordered from 
the AVSA store (Africanvioletsocietyofamerica.org/ 
shop/). 


How a Round Robin Works 

Around robin works by several people signing up to 
provide and receive violet leaves. Person No. 1 
packs a box with leaves and mails it to the second 
person on the list. Person No. 2 takes the leaves 
they want and replaces those with some of their 
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own healthy leaves so the box holds the same 
amount the participant received, if not more. They 
then mail the box to person No. 3. The last person in 
the round robin mails the box back to person No. 1. 


Round Robin Goals 

We are especially looking to share rare and hard-to- 
find violets. The goal is to get these into circulation 
so we don’t lose them forever. 


Plenty of hybridizers introduced their plants more 
than 25 years ago, including Tinari, Pittman, Eyer- 
dom, Champion, and Volkman, to name a few. We 
encourage including these in the exchange. 


We anticipate starting this activity as soon as the 
weather gets warm enough; however, weather is a 
factor any time we are mailing across the country 


and that must be taken into consideration, even if it 
cannot always be foreseen. 


We are especially 


looking to share rare 
and hard-to-find 


violets. 


To sign up for the round robin, email: znailady@gmail. 
com. Include your name, mailing address, email and 
phone number. Only your mailing address will be 
shared in the mailing list that passes to the group. 


Vintage Violets Most Wanted List 


By Mary Thompson, Chair, Violet Preservation Committee 


P.O. Box 203, Paso Robles, CA 934.47 
preservingviolets @avsa.org 


The Violet Preservation committee is up and run- 
ning. AVSA has had a busy year. The organization has 
spent much of the year getting the new website 
online and now the Violet Preservation Committee is 
ready to help those looking for vintage violets. 


We have quite the list. If you have one of these violets, 
email: preservingviolets@avsa.org with your contact 
information so we can pass it on to the person looking 
for that violet. 


AVSA’s Most Wanted: 

Admiral Lilian Jarrett Supreme Optimara Marilyn II 
Amethyst (Supreme only) Optimara Molokai 

Ann Maas’ Janet Picasso 

Bagdad Maas’ Sashah Pink Beauty (F. Brockner) 
Blue Boy Maple Sugar Sailor Boy 

Blue Girl Mermaid Tooch 

Commodore Nancy Leigh Viking 

Creekside Moonbeams Neptune White Lady (P. Ruggeri) 
Friend Phyllis Number 32 White Pride Supreme 
Granger’s Wonderland Norseman (Supreme only) 
Leawala Optimara Marilyn 
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Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky 


“Arizona Byways” 


Design: Flower Arrangement 
Exhibited by: Pat Sutton, 2008 
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S. 5b clone grotei Silvert 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Exhibited by: Bill Price, 2007 


Streptocarpus 
‘Cape Beauties’ 


Photo Credit: Winston J. Goretsky Exhibited by: Nelly Levine, 2007 
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Glenda's House of Violets 


Offering one-stop-shopping for gardening supplies to meet the 
special needs of the African Violet growing community! 
Nursery pots, special soil blends, plant grooming tools, other 
ecialized items to hi u grow those big, beautiful plants! 
Sp elp you g iB, Pp 512.988.1918 


Glenda Williams ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com 
829 Old Highway 20, Unit B www. ghvlolets.com 
McDade, TX 78650-5265 A com/a violets 


African Violets & Gesneriads 
“Sinningia Heaven” — Home of the Ozark series 
“I's a sin not to own Sinningia!” 


Ph: (417) 887-8904 
Price list: $1.00 
Web site: www.davesviolets.com 


Dave's Violets 
13725. Kentwood Ave. 
Springfield, MO.65804 


Specializing in miniature and 


semi-miniature African Violets 


Legacy Violets.com 


African Violets 
: Violets Petrocosmeas ; 
, Primulinas : 


* |Www.josviolets.com 
(361) 575-1344 and More 
Email Facebook 
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VAIL IDA'ND Va 


Bandurokcon 


wt 
k + Order 


VIOLET PEDDLERS PLUS 


Keeping Gg the Buckeye” 
and fi tterbug 
tradition alive! 


(419) 297-4680 = 
Susan Miller & Nancy Haffelder 
violetpeddlersplus@ gmail.com 


Mo onlight | UWSEG 
G 


www.MoonlightNursery.com 


African Violets - Vintage, Allegros, 


Imp’s, Mac’s, Senk’s, Trailers and More! 
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Enchanted Gardens 
Heidi Dillenbeck 
1097 Darby Hill Rd * Delanson, NY 12053 ¢ (518) 895-6054 
heidisviolets@gmail.com 
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 


Plastic pots - 14" to 8" (round-square-pan) Oyama Pots 
Wick water reservoirs 
Permanest Trays * 3" and 6" Clear Domes Labels 
Leaf Support Rings (6"-9"-13") Fertilizers 
Accessories: Sucker pluckers « brushes ¢ scissors * tweezers 


and much more ... 


For catalog: pdf — send email or for printed catalog send me a note 


_ AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF CANADA 
Join AVSC & become a part of an international network of growers 
Members will receive Chatter, our Quarterly Magazine 


Individual Membership: 1 year $20.00, 2 year $37.50, 3 year $55.00. 
Family, USA & International Memberships Available. 


For more information visit www.avsc.ca 

or contact Laurel Goretsky at: 

32 Scimitar Point NW Phone: (403) 241-8300 
Calgary AB T3L2B2 Email: laurel@goretsky.ca 


Orchids. Exotic, long-lasting 
flowers steeped in mystery. 


For nearly 100 years the Arcadia~ African Violet Mix 
American Orchid Society High quality blend of Beautiful Clay Pots 
has been the premier sphagnum, vermiculite, coir Oyama Pots 
resource for infor- and hydrocks. © T5 Grow Lights 
mation about orchids “Wick Mix” also available. - ee 

: ° er 
Pecan! “tiene Contact Us for a FREE CATALOG | « teat Rings 
brings you articles on featured 440-357-0022 
orchids and how to grow them, www.VioletSupply.com 
AOS members can attend 
monthly online webinars 

for hands-on learning. 


The AOS has Large selection of growing 
supplies our African 
so much to offer, 7 violet and one gesneriads, 


why not join today? 


Visit www.aos.org. 


NY, 


American Orchid Society 
Ve nt 


Comennecon. Rireemh 


Alsobia|Columnea|Kohleria 
Primulina|Nautilocalyx 
Sinningial: ptocarpus 
MORE 


We) Kathy Spissman 
Riss) (770) 939-5289. 
Mmrsstrepstrepsi@comcast.com 
Facebook: www.bit,ly/FB-MrsStrepStreps 
eBay: www.bit.ly/eBay-MrsStrepStreps 
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@ ty a 
(eel 


PO Box ve Paigeille NY gree 
14 Mutchler Street (for GPS a: 


Where The 


Quality hybrids since 1954 


African Violets, Aeschynanthus, 
Primulinas, Codonanthe, 
Colummneas, Episcias, Kohlerias, 
Nematanthus, Orchids, 
Petrocosmeas, Rex Begonias, 
Streptocarpus, other assorted 
Gesneriads, and SO much more! 


Our greenhouses are open year round. 
No appointments necessary! 


Call for hours! Phone (315) 429 8291 


PHYSAN 20™ Controls 
African Violet 
Pathogens 


* Controls algae on mats, wicks, reservoirs, 
trays, pots, benches, and work surfaces. 


* Controls damping off on seedlings 
and plants. 


¢ Controls crown rot, powdery 
mildew, botrytis. 


* Controls diseases spread by 
disinfecting tools. 


Let those pesky visitors know they're 
not wanted. Take contro! with 
PHYSAN 20. 


<> 


Maril Products 
15421 Red Hill Ave., Ste D 
Tustin, CA 92780 
714-544-7711 
www.physan.com 
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IAVAIDABLE INTHE AAV SATS TORE 


ow ue Sey, BSZe WINN 


by Pauline bitholomew eG TheA 


fice \iolet Society oF Ameice, Tie, 
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Swit 
AWE off 
MOIST-RITE PLANTER, LLC 

Sall-watering flower pot 


If you sell products African violet 
hobby growers or hybridizers 


‘ © ainpe | might use, place your ad in 
Moist-Rite African Violet Magazine. 
—_ , e AVSA Commercial members 

Y The choice receive a discounted rate for 


ofchampion) | | i 21é2lsneuhios 

= .growers - special promotions in 
Gisince}1975°= the magazine and online. 

porte entirely in the U.S.A. Contact Richard Craft, 


The Swift Moist-Rite comes in 5 vibrant colors: oom . 
white, green, terracotta, lavender, and sky blue. AVSA Advertising Chair, 


SwiFE Moist Rite at advertising@avsa.org for more 
P.O.Box 141462 ¢ Broken Arrow, OK 74014 A ; 
(918) 951-3014 information. We hope to see your 
ad here in the next issue! 


Paypal.me/moistriteplanter 
moistriteplanters 1 9@aol.com 
™ Please visit our website: neptictis: eco com 


Membership includes: Welcome package for new members; Quarterly issues of Gesneriads, 
the Journal for Gesneriad Growers; access to the Seed Fund; downloadable PDF copies of the journal 


Bob Clark, Dept. AV 

1122 East Pike St, PMB 637 

Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 

Individual 1 year $25, 3 years $70 ($30,$85 outside US) 
Family _1 year $26, 3 years $73 ($31,$88 outside US) 
Green option (PDF only) 1 year $20, 3 years $55 


Visit us at: www.gesneriads.org 


1G INDOOR GARDENING SUPPLIES | 


‘(IGS www. oe com 


ALL PRICES HERE INCLUDE 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
VIEW FULL PRODUCT LINE 


MI RESIDENTS ADD 
6% SALES TAX 


P Poy 


vse FE) 


G22B $282 

2 SHELVES, 2 TRAYS 
WS LAMPS INCLUDED 
2 2-LAMP 20 WATT FIXTURE: 


Safely shipping to satisfied customers 
world-wide since 1985! 


Looking for African violets? We have them! 


Over 30,000 plants in our shop, barn, and greenroom 


Catalog, care tips, how to lessons, and more, at 


The ole arn www.violetbarn.com 


Exhibitor, collector, or hobbyist? We have plants for everyone. 


Hundreds of varieties, including our award winning “Rob's” and “Ma’s” varieties. 
At Left: one of our ‘Ma’s’ standard varieties grown by Alexandra Kravtsov 


A large selection of chimeras, Saintpaulia species, and our popular trailing varieties! 
Plus, the latest hybrids from Russia and Ukraine 


View the website for a full listing and our “Seller’s choice” specials. 


We're famous for our ‘Bristol’ streptocarpus hybrids 
Compact, often double flowered, some scented! 


Many more, including latest Polish and Russian varieties 


And more! like Episcias (above right) 


Huge listing of Kohleria (far left) and 
gesneriads for baskets, like Columnea 


Adorable miniature gesneriads for 
small containers and terrariums! 


We are also the source for miniature container and terrarium plants. These are truly miniature plants. 
View the website for an extensive listing and for our “Seller’s choice” specials. 


Shipping: April 15-October 31 via USPS priority mail 
We ship in winter! By express mail only. Visit website for details and pricing. 
We ship anywhere (internationally), anytime - safe delivery guaranteed! 
If you see it, we have it, if you order it, you get it — no substitutes! Orders shipped next week. 


Subscribe to our e-newsletter, ‘VioletsFun’ — growing tips, latest varieties, coupons, and more! 
You can also find us on ‘Facebook’ (www.facebook.com/africanviolets) and on ‘Pinterest’. 


Dr. Ralph (Rob) & Olive Ma Robinson, owners Phone: 585-374-8592 Fax: 585-374-6947 
PO Box 9, Naples, NY 14512 Phone orders Monday-Saturday 12-5 pm, web orders anytime 


